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We make 


Good idea: Jeremy Good is off on his bike, thanks to the 
adjustable stabilisers designed by his father, David, that 
allowed him to get his balance gradually. £58.70 a set from 


Good Designs, tel: (0248) 713624. 


the famous 


We don’t make any 


compromises. | 


You receive exemplary 
customer service, and a vast 
choice of outstanding cars to 
travel in your 
wheelchair. 


GOWRINGS MOBILITY _ 


Just dial 100 for 
Freephone 
Gowrings, and 
ask for your full 
colour 
information 
pack. 


Freepost RG490, Newbury, Berks. 
RG13 1BR. Tel: 0635 71502. 


DAVID DAVIES 


BT funds 
pioneer 
company 


A new Merseyside company 
is to employ only disabled 
people. Ferntech Systems 
Limited is a British Tele- 
com (BT) subsidiary. 

Run by Bill and Phil Ford, 
both disabled, it will create jobs 
for local disabled people and 
develop and manufacture com- 
munication aids. 

Set up with a £70,000 
investment from British Tele- 
com, Ferntech was born from a 
partnership between BT and 
BIT 32, a company which spe- 
cialises in high-tech computer 
systems for disabled people. 

At the launch last month, 
Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott said: "This 
emphasises that employing dis- 
abled people is not just a mat- 
ter of meeting quotas or 
demonstrating philanthropy.” 

In fact, Ferntech is turning 
the quota on its head. Chief 


Continued on page 9 


Major snub 


to injured 
servicemen 


The Prime Minister has rejected renewed pleas to help 
thousands of disabled ex-servicemen who have become 
victims of a law repealed five years ago. 


MP Jack Ashley wrote to Mr 
Major in March on behalf of 
disabled ex-servicemen injured 
through negligence. They have 
been denied compensation 
under section 10 of the Crown 
Prosecutions Act 1947, which 
stops former servicemen suing 
for damages for injuries sus- 
tained while on duty. 

In 1986 a campaign by ser- 
vicemen and MPs _ persuaded 
the Government to repeal the 
law. But servicemen injured 
before December 1986 were 
told they would get no money. 

Mr Major told Mr Ashley 
that although he had sympathy 
for the men, provision was 
made for those who had been 
invalided out and disability 
benefits took account of the 
degree of disability. 

Mr Major’s response has 
angered campaigners. Carol 
Mills, secretary of the Section 


CABx on 


A warning that Citizens 
Advice Bureaux, which pro- 
vide a free advice “lifeline” 
to many disabled people, 
were under threat due to 
council spending cuts has 
been proved true. 

Last October,the National 
Association of Citizens Advice 
Bureaux (NACAB) said centres 
would close as _ councils 
trimmed their spending 
because of the poll tax. 

Since then, North Shields 
CAB has closed, four CABx in 
London have had their grant 
cut and are to close, and five 
CABx in Merseyside are 
threatened with a 50 per cent 
cut. 

North Shields CAB had its 
grant from North Tyneside 
council withdrawn last year and 
closed at the end of March. 

Halewood, Kirkby, Huyton, 


Ten Abolition Group (STAG), 
said:“It is outrageous that the 
Government has made these 
people such second-class citi- 
zens that they do not “even 
enjoy the rights enjoyed by the 
rest of society.” 

Mrs Mills formed STAG in 
1986 after her 18-year-old son, 
Jonathan, was killed in the 
South Atlantic during a routine 
test of his ship’s missiles. 

The Royal British Legion 
commented:"We are committed 
to persuading the Government 
to give retrospective compensa- 
tion and hope Mr Major will 
reconsider.” The Soldiers’, 
Sailors' and Airmen's Families 
Association agreed. 

Ken Pinder, in constant pain 
since a routine operation at a 
military hospital went wrong, 
was denied compensation: 
"The Government’s attitude is 

Continued on page 2 


the skids 


Knowsley and Prescot CABx in 
Merseyside provide a mobile 
advice service and a specialist 
disability benefits service to 
elderly and disabled people. 
They are being threatened with 
a 50 per cent cut in their 
£143,000 grant from Knowsley 
council. 

Halewood bureau manager 
Mike Howson said: “People 
find this service a lifeline. That 
lifeline is now at risk.” 

Mrs Josie Workman, 70, won 
four year’s backdated benefits 
with the help of Halewood 
CAB. “I nearly fell off the 
chair when I got the cheque,” 
she said. “Closing the Citizens 
Advice would be a dreadful 
shame. An awful lot of people 
depend on them so much. I 
wouldn’t know what to do if 
they closed.” 

Continued on page 5 


2 NEWS 


Magical mystery tour: Peo- 
ple with learning difficulties 
from Fulwell Day Centre on 
Wearside took part in a 
dance and drama workshop 
at Sunderland Polytechnic 
in March. 

Cumbria-based Prism 
Theatre took 12 people from 
the centre on “a magical 
mystery tour of drama, 
dance, music and mime.” 

The workshop was part of 
Sunderland Polytechnic's 
2lst anniversary celebra- 
tions. 


GEORGE BOSNYAK 


USE YOUR MOBILITY 


ALLOWANCE 


TO CLAIM SOME 
EXTRA BENEFITS 


Exceptional reliability. Low-cost subsidised insur- 
ance available through Protonsurance. 

Easy fitment of readily available hand controls and 
swivelling travel seats without vehicle modification. 

Outstanding warranties if you opt to buy: 

@ 6 YEAR/60,000 MILE STAR © COVER POWER- 
TRAIN WARRANTY @ 6 YEAR STAR © COVER BODY- 
WORK WARRANTY @ 2 YEAR/50,000 MILE WAR- 
RANTY @ 2 YEARS RAC MEMBERSHIP. 


In 1991 stake your claim for one of the next 
generation of Proton Cars. 

Power steering is now standard on all 1.5 models! 
and that’s unique in a car of this price. 

Simple easy-to-reach controls and overall award- 
winning ergonomics. Excellent access via four wide- 
opening doors. Smooth 5-speed gearbox or, on the 
SE saloon, automatic transmission. Good all-round 
visibility. Remote boot lid and fuel flap openers. 
Blaupunkt digital stereo radio cassette system. FOR JUST A LITTLE EXTRA YOU CAN ALSO ENJOY 

Thanks to a partnership with Mitsubishi of Japan all THE ADDED BENEFITS OF A PROTON 1.5SE SALOON OR 
Protons are equipped with the latest very refined AEROBACK. 

1.3 or 1.5 litre multi-valve engine. Efficiency and Driver's seat height adjuster and fully reclining 
performance from either lead-free or leaded fuel front seats. Electric windows, Electric Door Mirrors, 
without adjustment. Central Locking. 

Choice of 4 door saloons (with a huge 20 cu.ft. Why settle for a basic box on wheels when you 
boot) or 5 door Aerobacks (with low-loading sill and could pamper yourself with a Proton ata surprisingly 
60/40 split fold-down rear seats swallowing up to 49 e 
cu.ft. of luggage). = 

Long-life galvannealed steel protection for all key Win NN 
body panels. 

Luxurious and comfortable interior complete with Haines 
seat head restraints. 


the luxury touches (and the 
commonsense practicality) that 
won Proton Motability approval 

with flying colours. 

Visit your local Proton dealer and 

<< ask for the Motability Specialist. 

Iternatively, phone the Proton Hotline 


81 205 7077. 


Motability Approved 
H.P. and Contract Hire & 


Proton 


Wi] TRIPLE-VALVE ///f 
JAPANESE TECHNOLOGY © MALAYSIAN STYLE 


PROTON CARS (UK) LIMITED, WESTERN HOUSE, MIDDLE LANE, WYTHALL, BIRMINGHAM B47 6LA. TELEPHONE: 0564 826167. 
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Major snub for servicemen 
Continued from page 1 


incredible. We only want jus- 
tice? 

Snowy Clingham is a former 
naval chief petty officer who 
helped form STAG. _ His 
career ended in 1983 while fit- 
ting inflatable boats onto his 
ship, HMS Bristol. A steel ring 
which held a suspended boat 
disintegrated and he plunged 
40ft, breaking his back. 

An enquiry cleared Mr 
Clingham of blame. He later 
discovered that a ring made by 
the same company had broken 
three months earlier. Although 
a civilian hurt in the same acci- 
dent got £60,000 compensa- 
tion, section 10 prevented Mr 
Clingham from suing the navy. 

When he began challenging 
the law the Ministry | of 
Defence got in  touch:“They 
told me I would have a better 
chance of getting compensation 
if I shut up. 

“They said a_ procedure 


Mr Clingham: not to blame 
TIMES NEWSPAPERS 


called redress of grievance 
could be used to by-pass sec- 
tion 10, and that I had a good 
chance. They even sent an 
actuary round to work out how 
much I needed. It came to 
about £100,000. I thought I 
had cracked it.” 

But then, on the day the 
repeal was announced, he was 
told it was not MoD policy to 
give ex-gratia payments. 

“The way they've treated us 
is disgraceful, said Mr Cling- 
ham. “No government should 
be allowed to get away with it.” 

An MoD spokesman said: 
“Ex-servicemen were not 
encouraged to apply for com- 
pensation. It was pointed out 
that they could apply but no 
assurances were made about the 
outcome. Applications submit- 
ted were considered but no 
compensation was awarded. It 
would have been at variance to 
the Government’s view that the 
repeal of section 10 should not 
be retrospective.” 

Former Royal Marine Mar- 
tin Kettrick, injured after a sol- 
dier cut his rope while he 
abseiled down a Keswick cliff, 
is planning to focus attention 
on the campaign by abseiling 
down the same mountain in 
June. “The Government hopes 
we will forget about it and give 
up,” he said. “But I won’t do 
that because my disability is a 
life sentence that will never go 
away. All we want is the same 
justice as anyone else and the 
same rights as people we were 
prepared to die for.” 


STAG, Carol Mills, 62 Limmer 
Lane, Felpham, Bognor Regis, 
PO22 7HD. 


NEWS 3 


RNIB college saved 


The only college in Britain that 
trains blind students as physio- 
therapists has been saved. 

A proposal to close the 
North London School of Phys- 
iotherapy was rejected by the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind (RNIB) in April. 

Supporters of the closure 
argued that the college, which 
trains 16 students a year, was 
no longer viable because of 
falling school rolls. 

The campaign against clo- 
sure said it would mean the 


end of physiotherapy as a pro- 
fession for blind people. It 
argued that the fall in appli- 
cants was caused by lack of 
publicity and poor marketing. 

The RNIB denied this and 
said the school has declined 
because of the integration of 
special needs pupils into main- 
stream colleges. 

A spokesman said:“We have 
less applicants because many 
blind and __partially-sighted 
teenagers now prefer main- 
stream physiotherapy colleges.” 


BENEFIT CHANGES 


ATTENDANCE ALLOWANCE 


Higher rate 
Lower rate 


Earnings allowance 


CARER'S PREMIUM 


INCOME SUPPORT (Basic rates) 


Single Claimant: Aged 25 or over 


Aged 18 - 24 


Aged under 18 
Both 18 or over 
Both under 18 
Aged 18 or over 
Aged under 18 


Couple: 


Lone Parent: 


INCOME SUPPORT PREMIUMS: 


Disability Premium 


Couple (if one qualifies) 
Couple (both qualify) 
Pensioner Premium 


Dependant Child Premium 
Family Premium 


Each Disabled Child 


Aged under 11 


SEVERE DISABLEMENT ALLOWANCE 


STATUTORY SICK PAY 
Lower rate 

Standard rate 

CHILD BENEFIT 


Eldest (for whom child benefit is payable) 


Each other child 


CONSTANT ATTENDANCE ALLOWANCE 


Exceptional rate 
Intermediate rate 
Normal maximum rate 
Part-time rate 


EXCEPTIONALLY SEVERE 


DISABLEMENT ALLOWANCE 


INVALIDITY BENEFIT 
Invalidity Pension 
Invalidity Allowance 
Highr rate 

Middle rate 

Lower rate 


MATERNITY ALLOWANCE 


INDUSTRIAL DISABLEMENT PENSION 
(Based on level of disablement calculated as a 
percentage. The figures below are a maximum 
based on 100 per cent disablement.) 


Aged 18 or over, or under 18 with dependants .... 76.60 


Under 18 


84.90 


46.90 52.00 


Reproduced from The Disabled Driver, April/May 1991 


Splish splash: The Queen opened The Royal School for the Blind's new water garden in 


March. Children will “experience” water through sound and touch. 


THE INDEPENDENT/BRIAN DUFF 


Labour prescribes Patients’ Charter 


The Labour Party claims its 
new Patients’ Charter will give 
disabled people a better service. 

Speaking at the Charter’s 
launch last month, shadow 
health minister Robin Cook 
said:“We are committed to 
restoring the NHS as a public 
service for all patients, includ- 
ing disabled people. It will put 
more power in the hands of 
people using the NHS.” 

The Charter creates new 
rights for patients, such as the 
right to an individual appoint- 
ment or to see your records. 

It would also give patients 
the right to appeal if they were 
removed from a GP’s list and 
the right to a response to their 
complaint within three months. 

Particular groups of patients 


will be eligible for special 
rights. For example, people 
from ethnic minorities would 
have the right to a diet in line 
with their beliefs. 

“People with disabilities will 
particularly benefit from the 
right to receive respect for their 
disability and to make their 
own decision while in hospital 
on personal needs such as 
bathing,” said Mr Cook. 

“They will also be able to 
obtain full information about 
their condition and advice on 
alternative methods of manage- 
ment.” 


The Charter sets out to 
_ restore patients’ rights to 
choose which hospital they 


want to be treated in, which 
Labour claims is being threat- 


- ened by the 


Government’s 
NHS reforms. 

Shadow health minister, 
Harriet Harman claimed that 
patient choice is being denied 
because health districts are only 
sending patients to hospitals 
where they have contracts. 

She said that referrals to 
hospitals where there is no con- 
tract will often not be possible 
because of cash shortages in the 
NHS. 

“Although disabled people 
and their doctors are experts on 
their condition, we have the 
ridiculous situation = where 
health managers will decide 
where these people should be 
treated. This should stop and 
Labour’s Charter will ensure it 
does.” 


Enter DN’'s 1991 
Christmas card 
competition! 


DN’s second Christmas 
card competition is under- 
way (see enclosed 
poster) and we hope even 
more of you will have a go 
this year. In 1989 there 
were over 500 entries. 


The judges, who 
include sculptor Adam 
Reynolds, will be looking 
for imaginative, unusual 
and cheerful designs that 
will stand out on walls or 
mantlepieces this Christ- 
mas. Yours could be that 
design. Have a go! 


And please help us by 
displaying the poster 
wherever you think the 
most people will see it. 


We are very grateful to 
Ray Collins of the Mailing 
Centre, St Leonards-on- 
Sea, East Sussex, who 


distributes DN every 
month, for contributing to 
the cost of the poster. 


If climbing the stairs has become 
difficult you don’t have to move house. 
A simple to install Stannah stairlift will allow 
you to glide upstairs or down in complete 
safety at the touch of a button. 
It can be fitted in a few hours to 
straight or curved staircases and 
folds neatly to leave the stairway __‘*"’ 
clear when not in use. Our local home 
adviser can arrange a free demonstration and 


will gladly advise you about finance options. 
Phone now or send the coupon. 


GRANTS 
AVAILABLE 


(subject to status) 


Please send 
free colour brochure 0 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE: 


Carry on enjoying life 
with a Stannah 


Please arrange a 
Free Demonstration 


DN5 


TELEPHONE: 


Now please post (no stamp needed) to:- Stannah Stairlifts Limited, 
Dept. 5367, FREEPOST, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Or phone for a Free brochure. TEL: (0264) 332244 Ext 724 (24 hrs). 
Stannah Stairlifts Limited ts part of the Stannah Lifts Group. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Lords win big concessions 
in the DLA and DWA Bill 


The Government made several 
important concessions at the 
report and third reading stages 
of the Disability Living 
Allowance and __ Disability 
Working Allowance Bill. 

Lord Allen of Abbeydale 
(Ind) was successful at last in 
getting 8-9,000 people with 
severe mental handicap and 
behaviour problems entitled to 
the higher rate of mobility 
component in DLA. (His cam- 
paign was supported by Men- 
cap, The Spastics Society and 
the Mobility Allowance Cam- 
paign.) 

The problem - how to devise 
a formula which only included 
this narrow group of people - 
will now be solved in regula- 
tions. 

Lord Henley, for the Gov- 
ernment, also confirmed that a 
person who is deaf and blind 
(who can walk but needs guid- 
ance) will get the higher rate 
mobility component too. 

The Government, convinced 
by the Lords' arguments, will 
also increase the amount of 
capital a disabled person claim- 
ing DLA may have from 


he new Libra from 

Arjo Mecanaids is an 

attractively designed 
portable bathing aid which 
gives safe access to all 
domestic baths for elderly and 
disabled bathers. The Libra’s 
easy to clean contours 
conceal a sturdy lifting 
mechanism which lowers the 
bather smoothly right down 
to the bottom of the bath, and 
raises him or her after bathing 
for a safe and easy exit. 


M@ Effortless, fingertip 


operation 


@ Battery operated for total 


bathroom safety 


@ Completely self contained 
— no trailing pipes to 


£8,000 (used in income sup- 
port and family credit) to 
£16,000. This will also be done 
via regulations. 

However, a suggestion to 
increase the lower capital base 
(from £3,000 to £5,000) in line 
with inflation was rejected by 
Lord Henley, although the 
Government will continue to 
review the limits. 

Things moved forward on an 
all party amendment, promoted 
by The Spastics Society, that 
parents of disabled children 
who continue to provide regu- 
lar care and support while their 
children are in hospital for 


medical treatment requested by - 


a paediatrician, should keep 
their DLA (attendance 
allowance). Lord “Henley gave 
an assurance that the Govern- 
ment will look closely at the 
issue and hinted that it could 
also be covered in regulations. 
A suggestion from the Dis- 


ceding the point. 


Quotes of the month 


"Their disability is not physical and, literally speaking, they can 
walk. The trouble is that no one knows where they will walk or 
whether they might instead lie down and scream or suddenly 
dart into the traffic unless physically restrained." Lord Allen of 
Abbeydale (Ind) arguing that people with severe mental handicap 
should get the higher rate mobility component in the DLA. 


"There is no question of us sitting on our hands when we are 
persuaded that we should take action." Lord Henley (Con) con- 


"It was not conceived with the object of putting the child first. 
It was concerned with the object of saving money for the Trea- 
sury." Lord Stoddart of Swindon (Lab) arguing that Clause 22 of 
the Child Support Bill should be removed. 


Lord Allen: breakthrough 


ability Alliance was accepted. 
DLA claims will be treated as 
made from the date the Social 
Security Department receives a 
simple tear-off slip. Disabled 
people will send in the tear-off 
slip and then can take the time 
they need to complete the self 
assessment statement and mar- 
shal evidence about the effect 
the disability has on their lives. 

Baroness Darcy de Knayth 


Virginia Bottomley: "No" 


(Ind) moved an amendment to 
ensure that at least one member 
of the Disability Appeals Tri- 
bunal (DAT) has an under- 
standing of the needs of 
disabled people. This was a 
compromise on an earlier plea 
that one member of the DAT 
should be disabled. 

The Government suggested 
a meeting and then later tabled 
an amendment to ensure that, 
where it was practical, a mem- 
ber of the DAT will have expe- 
rience of dealing with disabled 
people, such as a physiothera- 
pist, a carer or a disabled per- 
son. 

Baroness Seear (Lib Dem) 
failed to get an amendment 
which would enable a carer to 
receive Invalid Care Allowance 
if the person being cared for 
receives the lower rate of DLA. 

There was also defeat for 
the Lords on extending the 
mobility component to children 
over two years. Lord Henley 
stuck firmly to five years, argu- 
ing that it was the starting 


House points 


* The Government is not 
going to implement sections 
1, 2 and 3 of the Disabled 
Persons Act 1986, Health 
Minister Virginia Bottomley 
revealed in March. These 
sections - the ones which 
needed the most funding - 
would have given disabled 
people the right to a repre- 
sentative who could act for 
them on social services pro- 
vision and required local 
authorities to take account 


of a disabled person's views 
before assessing their needs. 


* The Government is con- 
sidering taking account of 
the special needs of disabled 
children in the Child Sup- 
port Bill, said Lord Henley, 
after Lord Meston (Lib 
Dem) had raised the subject 
in a group of amendments. 


* The Lords have voted to 
reject clause 22 of the Child 
Support Bill which would 
have allowed benefit sanc- 
tions if a mother refused to 
name the father (without 
good cause) in a claim for 
child maintenance. 


point to distinquish beween the 
mobility needs of children with 
and without disabilities. Lord 
Carter thought this view was 
"detached from the reality of 
living with disabled children". 
Pauline Rona Graham 


NEW ARJO MECANAIDS LIBRA | 


Safe, stress free — 
bathing at home. 


TURE pT TA a) CST ope pe ee oe ne eerie | 
To Arjo Mecanaids Ltd, 
FREEPOST St Catherines Street, Gloucester GL1 2BR 
(NO STAMP REQUIRED) 

| Please send me a full colour LIBRA brochure 


& 0452500200! 


Contact Arjo Mecanaids 
fora full 
colour brochure. 


Send 


for 


NAME POSITION 
trip over - eC 
P ARJO-MECANAIDS | yoores ce 
@ Lightweight, rigid ano eae 
construction. Easy to ST. CATHERINE STREET | POSTCODE TELEPHONE i eT 


carry, Max 24lbs GLOUCESTER - GL1 2SL 


ip pe 
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IN BRIEF 


Patron Princess 
The Princess of Wales has 
become the first patron of 
Headway National Head 
Injuries Association. 

She also joins jockey Willie 
Carson and comedian Warren 
Mitchell as a _ patron of 
ASPIRE (Association _ for 
Spinal Injury Research, Reha- 
bilitation and Reintegration). 

ASPIRE has financed a 
sports and rehabilitation facility 
for Londoners of all disabilities 
at the Royal National 
Orthopaedic Hospital in Mid- 
dlesex, as well as financing 
medical research, _—_ buying 
wheelchairs and equipment, 
and running half-way homes 
for recently discharged spinally 
injured patients. 


Headway, tel: (0602) 622382 
ASPIRE, tel: 081-954 0701 


Ageism hits benefits 
Older people with disabilities 
are discriminated against when 
it comes to benefits and the sit- 
uation is set to get worse, says 
Age Concern in a new leaflet. 
Some disabled people receive 
less financial help solely on the 
basis of their age. For example, 
people disabled when over 65 
will not be able to claim the 


Disability Living Allowance 
(which merges Attendance 
Allowance and Mobility 


Allowance), planned for 1992. 

Age Concern director Sally 
Greengross said:“Disability is 
not an inevitable part of ageing 
and benefits can and should 
help older people live full, 
independent lives for as long as 
possible.” 

The leaflet urges people to 
write to their MPs and explains 
how to do it. 


Too Old to Benefit, free with 
SAE from Distribution Dept, Age 
Concern England, 1268 London 
Road, London SW16 4ER. 


Disabled driver award 

A national competition has 
been launched by the RAC in 
association with disabled driv- 
ing associations, the police and 
the Institute of Advanced 
Motorists, to find a Disabled 
Driver of the Year. 

There will be written and 
practical exercises to test defen- 
sive driving techniques and 
driving expertise. Twenty four 
semi-finalists will be invited to 
the police driver training cen- 
tres at Hendon and Lancashire. 
The final will be held at Castle 
Donnington on 8 _ August. 
Prizes will include a holiday 
worth £2,500. All entries will 


go into a prize draw. 


Entry form from the Disabled 
Drivers’ Motor Club, _ tel: 
(08012) 4724 or the Disabled 
Drivers Assoc, tel: (050841) 449. 


Correction:For the nearest 
stockist of Ecco shoes, tel: 
(0458) 34019. 
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Marathon men Mike Karaphillides (left) and Chas Sadler are enthusiastic DN sapere 


even just before the race! Chas came in 29th, Mike 40th. Frenchman Farid Amarouch won in 


Ihr 52.52 secs, 3 seconds ahead of Swede Bo Lindkvist. More pictures next month. 


ROBERT SONE 


Death sentence for life-saving unit 


A team of research scientists 
are fighting to continue their 
pioneering work for disabled 
people, despite being told their 
unit must close. 

The Medical Research 
Council has informally told its 
Neurological Prostheses Unit 
that it must shut down next 
year when director Professor 
Giles Brindley retires. 

But Dr David Rushton, who 
was due to replace Professor 
Brindley, says he intends to 
continue the unit’s work if he 
can find alternative funding. 

The team, based at the Insti- 
tute of Psychiatry in London, 
has had considerable success 
developing artificial eye sight 


and bionic implants for para- 
plegic people. 

An implant that helps the 
bladder control of paraplegic 
people is being used used by 20 
centres in Europe and_ has 
helped 500 patients. The team 
is also developing nerve stimu- 
lators to enable paraplegic 
patients to walk. 

But the Medical Research 
Council, which maintains a 
policy of closing units when 
their directors retire, has said 
the unit’s work is no longer a 
priority project. 

“We feel we have a unique 
contribution to make to the 
treatment of disabled people 
and have no intention of giving 


up," said Dr Rushton. 

The unit’s fight to survive is 
being backed by many para- 
plegic people who have bene- 
fited from its work. 

David Williams, an actor 
who appeared in Eastenders, 
said:“I owe them my life and so 
do hundreds of other para- 
plegics. 

“For the past few months I 
have been helping the unit test 
a new implant they hope will 
help people to walk and stand. 
It would be a tragedy if this 
work stopped.” 

Dr Rushton is confident the 
work will go on. “But first we 
need to find new premises and 
alternative funding,” he said. 


DIG fights 
for home 
ownership 


New iniatives are needed from 
mortgage lenders and the Gov- 
ernment if more than 250,000 
disabled people on income sup- 
port are to get the chance of 
buying their own homes. 

This is the conclusion of a 
report from the Disablement 
Income Group (DIG). 

It is concerned that disabled 
people on income support who 
try to buy a home often fail 
because of difficulties in getting 
100 per cent interest-only 
loans. People are uncertain if 
the Social Security Depart- 
ment will meet the mortgate 
interest payment on a loan until 
the mortgage is taken out. 

At present, anyone on 
income support can get 50 per 
cent of their mortgage interest 
paid by the DSS for the first 
16 weeks and 100 per cent 
thereafter. But as it is DSS 
policy to help claimants keep a 
roof over their heads, a deci- 
sion of entitlement can only be 
made on a claimant's circum- 
stances at the time of the claim. 

The DIG calls for: disabled 
people to be considered as a 
special case for guarateed mort- 
gage interest payments; 
builders to provide low-cost 
private housing for them; mort- 
gage lenders to test-market 100 
per cent interest-only mort- 
gages for them and indepen- 
dent advice. 


A Home of My Own by Pauline 
Thompson, £4.50, from DIG, 
tel:081 801 8013. 


CABx on the skids 
Continued from page 1 


In London, Hampstead and 
Swiss Cottage CABx in Cam- 
den are to close following a 
£72,000 grant cut by the coun- 
cil. 

Liz Adams, co-ordinator of 
CABx in Camden, said what 
was happening (to Hampstead 
and Swiss Cottage CABx) was 
“disgusting.” 

Rory Barke, senior service 
manager at Greater London 
CAB, said Tooting Bec hospital 
and Clapham CABx are to 
close following grant cuts. Mr 
Barke also reported problems 
in Wandsworth, Greenwich, 
and Tower Hamlets. 

Elsewhere, CABx grants are 
not keeping up with inflation. 
Jim Bolton, manager of 
Bridgeton CAB in Glasgow 
said funding from the regional 
and district councils has 
increased five per cent a year. 
But costs, excluding salaries, 
have gone up 8-9 per cent. 

The service has one paid 
advisor and 17 volunteers. It 
operates for 25 a hours a week 
and is beseiged already. “From 
six to seven years ago the work- 
load has more than doubled. 
To do the job properly we need 


more paid staff.” 

They dealt with 8,000 
enquiries last year. “Sometimes 
we have to close the door or 
take the phone off the hook 
because of the workload. We 
just can’t cope. People are 
queuing for up to an hour.” 

There are over 1,000 CABx 
in Britain: 15,000 people work 
in them, 90 per cent of which 
are volunteers. They handled 
seven million enquiries last 
year. NACAB gets a £10.6m 
grant from the Department of 
Trade and Industry, but indi- 
vidual bureaux rely on funding 
from local councils. 

Peter Hildrew, assistant 
director of NACAB, said part 
of the answer may be to make 
it a statutory duty for councils 
to fund bureaux. 

But, he added:““The powers 
now available to central govern- 
ment to restrict local authority 
budgets are unprecedented. 
Local authorities are having to 
make severe reductions in the 
things they do. If that goes on, 
more CABx will fall by the 
wayside.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment said:“Any decisions on 
how a local authority spends its 
money is entirely up to them.” 


GET YOUR GOOD IDEAS PUBLICISED 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY. 


Community Links is looking for good ideas 
in community and social work to feature in 
this year's Ideas Annual. Now in its’ third 
year this successful publication shares the 


good ideas coming from local communities 
across Britain. 


Community Links (D), Aizlewood's Mill, Nursery Street, 
Sheffield, S3 8GG or telephone us on (0742) 823163 


Ideas Annuals ‘89 and ‘90 are still available: 
Buy Ideas Annual ‘90 for £6 and get Ideas Annual ‘89 for £2. 


Working in 
Partnership 


LIN 
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SENEAKTHROUGHS. eee 


Scanning 
the joint 
for clues 


scientists at Kent 
are developing a 


Research 
University 


safer, more effective method of 
detecting cartilage damage in 
people with arthritis. 

A new scanner can study the 
structure of anything penetra- 
ble by radio waves and will 
enable doctors to peer inside a 


MEASURING 
UP TO THE 
NEW FIRE 
SAFETY 
REGULATIONS 


Tumble 
Forms 


PRODUCTS 


Send coupon to Camp Limited, 
Product Supply Division 

Northgate House, 

Staple Gardens, 

Winchester, Hampshire SO23 8ST. 


expect our research to last at 
least two or three years. There 
are companies interested in 
manufacturing our scanner but 
we will have to do a lot more 
testing first.” 


BT starts 
connecting 
children 


British Telecom has developed 
new computer software that 


human joint. Tests will start on 
patients next year. 

The research team is led by 
Professor John Strange, who 
predicts the new technique 
will be safer than X-rays and 
more effective than conven- 
tional “magnetic resonance 
imaging techniques”. 

The new scanner uses an 
extremely powerful magnet, 1.5 
metres high, which cost 
£80,000. Doctors will be able 
to detect cartilage damage and 
also chart the progress of any 
treatment they provide. 


PATRICK BAGLEE 


Prof Strange, who is working 
closely on the project with Dr 
Peter McDonald of Surrey 
University, said it would be 
several years before the scanner 
could become available to hos- 
pitals. “Although we have 
made a lot of progress we 


POSITIONER 


i For children, 6 months - 3 years, with 
cerebral palsy and motor dysfunction. 
H@ With colourful modules (and mirror) 
that adapt to prone, sitting and side-lying 
positions. 

@ Stimulates curiosity and encourages 
the child to take an active role in its 
therapy. 


M@ Shaped for support and ease of 


PAEDIATRIC 


. Whether sitting, or lying on 
their stomachs or sides, 
the Tadpole makes 
learning more fun 
for handicapped 
children! 


Forms, 
from Tumble om 
5 


movement. 
romenised lea eng @ For home or clinical therapy. 


gaapive Hi Comes complete with carrying case. 
Pp ITying 


Grasshopper 


The versatile, multi-function mobile positioning system for 
day-long use, for children and adults. 


M@ Over 15 different shapes and forms for side-lying, prone, 
supine, long leg sitting, roll sitting and many other adaptive 
positions 


HM Padded coaster base maintains adaptive support while 
changing a patient’s location. 


M@ Transforms into an active therapeutic treatment system 
for vestibular stimulation activities by the simple 
addition of the Tumble Forms Log. 


H Obviates need for insanitary pillows and foam. 
M@ For school, home or therapeutic setting. 


DE-LUXE FLOOR SITTER 


Soft, washable floor chair for severely 
handicapped children. 


H Contour shape for comfort and posture. 
@ Small, medium or large. 


@ Red or blue. 


Hi With separate wedge for upright or reclining 
positions. 


@ Complete with quick-release H-belt and 
hip positioning strap. 


Please send me further information on the full Tumble Forms range. 


Name 


Address 


Tel: Winchester (0962) 855248 


Fax: (0962) 855636 


will enable profoundly deaf | 
children to use the telephone. 
The “Hearing Aid Tele- 
phone Coupler” (be/ow) can be 
used with any phone. It has a 
transformer and _ capacitor, 
mounted in a printed circuit 
board and contained in a small 
box. This is then plugged into 
a standard telephone socket at 
one end and into a commercial 
hearing aid at the other. 


By cutting out external noise 
and allowing the voices of both 
the caller and receiver to be 
chanelled through the hearing 
aid, the software enables most 
severely deaf children, once 
trained, to use the phone. 

The HATC was developed 
in conjunction with the Mary 
Hare Grammer School for the 
Deaf in Newbury, Berkshire. 

“The software is very easy to 
use,” said John Vidler, BT’s 
Disabled Customer Manager. 
“Our trials have shown that it 
takes on average 40 minutes for 
a child to learn to use the 
phone.” 

The HATC has so far only 
been installed in the Mary 
Hare school, but if demand for 
the software is great enough 
BT will consider installing it in 
other schools, companies and 
households. 


John 
501234. 


Colon find 


Scientists believe they may 
have found the gene which can 
turn normal cells lining the 
colon into tumour cells. 

Bowel cancer is one of the 
most common forms of cancer 
in Britain, killing 19,000 a year. 

One scientist, Dr Philip 
Hedge of ICI Pharmaceuticals, 
said:“This is an important dis- 
covery but a lot more work has 
to be done before we will know 
its full benefits.” 

The newly identified gene 
appears to suppress cancers by 
acting as a brake on the growth 
of a cell. When it is working 
normally the gene instructs the 
cell to produce a protein which 
regulates the cell’s growth. But 
when the gene is damaged and 
the protein is not produced a 
cell can grow out of control. 

Scientists hope that by test- 
ing patients to see if the pro- 
tein in the cells is normal, they 
will be able to detect colon can- 
cer at an early stage. Results 
from the tests are due next 
month. 


Vidler. Tel: (0734) 
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Lessons still to learn 
about school leavers 


Laura Cale reports 

I attended day two of the three 
day conference at Keele Uni- 
versity in April on “Developing 
Services for Physically Dis- 
abled School Leavers and 
Young Adults.” 

Some 200 delegates came, 
from health, education, social 
services and voluntary groups. 

That such a conference was 
mounted was due to the com- 
mitment of the organiser, Dr 
Tony Ward. That such a num- 
ber attended is evidence of the 
growing interest in rehabilita- 
tion and disability. 

The small number of dis- 
abled people there experienced 
physical, social, organisational 
and time barriers when it came 
to lunch, held in a distant and 
partially accessible building. 

Together with some speakers 
who were stuck in a terminol- 
ogy time-warp of “suffering, 
wheelchair-bound, handi- 
capped”, these were the nega- 
tive hiccups in an otherwise 
interesting day. 

Four speakers in particular 
gave some exciting and innova- 
tive pointers towards a better 
deal for disabled people. 

Barrie Fielder, from Living 
Options in Practice, outlined 
the “Framework for Action” 
which incorporates the living 


options principles of multi- 
agency partnership and genuine 
user participation. 

Ann Frye of the Department 
of Transport summarised the 
progress already made on some 
mobility issues such as taxis, 
and looked ahead to future EC 
directives on bus access. 

Brenda Smith from _ the 
Rehabilitation Resource Centre 
at City University in London, 
gave a detailed account of a 
training initiative on disability 
issues particularly targeted to 
the day to day practicalities of 
employing disabled people. 

Len Gale told us how Here- 
fordshire Lifestyles enables dis- 


abled individuals to take 
control of their own _ lives 
through advocacy and _ self- 


advocacy and a commitment to 
a social perception of disability 
rooted in empowerment. 

Two health talks were signif- 
icant in recognising the real 
disabling factors in people’s 
lives, such as lack of housing 
and employment opportunities. 
If this social interpretation of 
rehabilitation is accepted it will 
mean a significant improve- 
ment in the quality of disabled 
peoples’ lives. 


Laura Cale, director, West Mid- 
lands Council for Disabled People. 


Glenn Miller, 14, at the Barclays National Boccia Champi- 
onships in York last month. 50 athletes from around Britain 
came to the two day event organised by Cerebral Palsy 


Sport, the sporting arm of The Spastics Society. 


BARRY HENSON 


Scots get own appeal 


The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind launched its Scot- 
tish Looking Glass Appeal in 
March to raise money for the 
first day centre in Scotland for 
multi-handicapped visually 
impaired adults. 

The appeal, which has an 
initial target of £350,000, will 


help build a Glasgow-based 
centre to provide people with 
assessment, training and advice. 

RNIB Scottish director Alan 
Murray said:“There are at least 
1,000 multi-handicapped visu- 
ally impaired adults in Scotland 
so the level of need is enor- 
mous.” 


UK “Peto” 
to cost 
£10m 


A £10m appeal was announced 
last month by the Birmingham- 
based Foundation for Conduc- 
tive Education (FCE) to give 
Britain its “very own Peto.” 

The proposed British 
National Institute for Conduc- 
tive Education would follow 
the methods pioneered at the 
Peto Institute in Hungary. 

It will provide treatment for 
100-120 children with cp and 
adults with Parkinson’s disease 
and may be able to train 
Britons as conductors. At the 
moment, the FCE provides 
treatment for 19 children and 
18 adults at its Birmingham 
Institute. “A British National 
Institute would be our very 
own Peto in Britain” said mar- 
keting manager Julie Proctor. 

How quickly the new Insti- 
tute can be built depends on 
how fast the money comes in, 
said FCE spokesman Stephen 
Paddock. “But,” he added, “we 
would be very disappointed if 
we didn’t have anything to 
show after two years.” 

The appeal will be officially 
launched in the autumn. 
Meanwhile, Iceland Frozen 
Foods plc announced it is to 
give £500,000 to the FCE over 


the next five years. 


Meet a young man with plenty to smile about! 
He hasn’t looked back since the day he found Care Link 


@ Promenade Rest 
Home, Southport 


0704 538553 


@ Tudor Bank EMI 
Unit, Southport = 
0704 69260 ™ 


® Churchill House 

Nursing/Residential 

Home, Southport 
0704 211287 


@ Winston House 
Residential 
Care/Nursing Home, 
Southport 


0704 532188 


@ Spencer House 
General Nursing/ 
Rehabilitation for 
Younger Physically 
Disabled, Southport 


0704 532188 


@ Queens Court 


Residential 


@ Spaces available 


for long term or short term 


respite care 


Queens Court set new standards in nursing, post-operative and residential care when the 
luxury hotel was completely renovated by Care Link at a cost of more than £1 million. 
Overlooking beautiful Colwyn Bay, it has been specially designed to cater for the needs 
of the elderly and young physically disabled. 
Our skilled and friendly staff are trained to cater for your every need in an environment 
equipped to the highest standards. Visitors are welcome at their convenience. 


No expense has been spared creating a tasteful interior which combines luxurious 


facilities such as a full size‘ballroom, with the very latest in technology. 


A conservatory, restaurant, cocktail lounge, passenger lifts, and the latest Parker baths 


combine to offer the ultimate in first class care. 


Coach outings and activities are available to all residents as are physiotherapy, 


educational courses, chiropody, and an all-day servery and coffee bar. 
Matron Joyce Farrah and her team are determined in their aim to make every stay at 
Queens Court an experience to remember with pleasure. 
Queens Court costs no more than many less well-equipped nursing and residential care 

homes and residents supported by D.S.S./Income support are welcome. 5 
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For further ATES Tel: 0704- 545050 or 
fee Your Care 1S OUF CONCEIN 4499.516732 (Head Office: 150 Lord Street, Southport) 
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Station Approach, Yetminster, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 6LH Telephone (0935) 872603 Fax (0935) 872853 


April 1991 
Dear Reader, 
A LETTER FROM THE MANAGING DIRECTOR 


If you or someone in your family is wheelchair bound and require a car that is discreetly converted for 
your special transport needs, I am sure a phone call requesting our brochure will help enlighten you to our 
range of products. We are attending various exhibitions throughout the U.K. which will give you the 
opportunity to view and discuss vehicle details with a member of our team, alternatively we could arrange 
a home demonstration. Cost is obviously an important factor in ones choice, our conversion of the new 
Nissan Prairie puts a vehicle on the road at between £17,000 and £19,500, depending on model and 
specification, with previously owned examples ranging from £7,000 to £13,000. 


I would like to conclude by making you aware of a fact that does not always appear obvious. The service 
we offer our customers and the vehicles we build are the result of team effort, I want our customers to be 
assured that they will always receive personal attention from any member of that team. 


We welcome the opportunity to show customers the production facility at our factory, look us up at an 
exhibition or just ring for a chat about your transport needs, we at Brotherwood Conversions will help if at 
all possible. 


Yours sincerely, 


Rod Brotherwood 


BROTHERWOOD 


BROTHERWOOD AUTOMOBILITY LTD., YETMINSTER DORSET Telephone (0935) 872603 
CONSTANTLY CHANGIN TOCK © OU A D Mk PRAIRIES 
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Tim Russell reports 


A unique, parent-run, centre 
for disabled children has been 
officially opened in the Rhym- 
ney Valley, South Wales. 

Located in Caerphilly, the 
centre is for children under five 
and caters for more than 150 
families. 

It aims to give positive help 
to severely disabled children as 
early in life as possible and 
means that virtually all their 
treatment can be _ provided 
locally. 

The centre, formerly a geri- 
atric ward at Caerphilly’s Ener- 
glyn hospital, cost almost 
£200,000 to refurbish and 
extend. 

It is the first of its kind to be 
run by a group of parents. The 
Rhymney Valley Parents Coun- 
cil has a majority on the cen- 
tre’s management committee 
and therefore the biggest single 
say in the running of the cen- 
tre. 

Council chairman Dr Gra- 
ham Watson said he was 
thrilled to see the unit they 
struggled for come to fruition, 
with the help of organisations 
like the National Childrens’ 
Home and The Spastics Soci- 
ety. 

The cost of converting the 
building has been met by the 
NCH with help from the Mid 
Glamorgan Area Health 
Authority. Running costs are 
shared between the health 
authority and the Mid Glamor- 
gan Social Services Depart- 
ment. 

The Spastics Society has 
funded a physiotherapist for a 
year and is planning to extend 
its help to the centre. 

“Contributions from the five 
agencies combine to provide a 
turnover of £186,000,” said 


i. 


Le 


t them eat cake: parents and children join Lord Tonyp 


_ 
andy, president of the National 


Be 


Children's Home, Andrew Lusk, NCH assistant director of social work in Wales and local 
dignatories at the offical opening of Rhymney Valley Children's Centre. 


Parent power in Wales 


NCH?’s director of social work 
in Wales, Andy Lusk. 

“Tt is a true partnership with 
everybody pulling their weight. 
The parents have shown their 
commitment by raising 
£20,000 to buy equipment. 

“Thanks to everyone’s. help 
it has become the only place 
locally where children with a 
severe disability go for treat- 
ment. The only service we 
can’t provide is a_ surgeon, 
which we wouldn’t necessarily 
want.” 

The centre has a play group 
and offers a variety of services, 
including physiotherapists, 
occupational therapists, speech 
therapists, a social worker and 
child psychologist. 

When children are accepted 


they attend play group sessions 
two or three times a week. The 
specialists work alongside the 
centre’s play worker, Jenny 
Clarke, offering advice or help 
with specific children. 

The centre is the brainchild 
of manager Mike Bray, who 
was originally the under-fives’ 
district social worker: “This is 
the culmination of several years 
work and planning with the 
parents, who played the crucial 
role in establishing the centre. 

“I got involved in the par- 
ents’ campaign originally 
because there were no services 
for disabled children in the val- 
ley. The parents had to travel 
to five different counties and 
five different hospitals. Now 
we have got all the services 


under one roof, everyone is - 


much happier.” 

Lyn Matthews, who was on 
the original parents’ council, 
said:"We were travelling so 
much every day it ended up 
ruling our lives and the chil- 
dren got very upset visiting dif- 
ferent hospitals. So we decided 
to house all the services in one 
building. 

“We knew what we wanted, 
sO we set our constitution, 
worked out our aims and went 
for it.” 

Lynn, who has a 15-year-old 
son with cerebal palsy, Jamie, 
helped set up the centre. 

Although Jamie is too old to 
attend, he said he enjoys the 
new youth club which serves 
the area’s older disabled young- 


sters. 

“The centre is great for both 
the parents and the children,” 
said Lynn. “It means that if 
you are a parent with a recently 
diagnosed child with a disabil- 
ity you know exactly where to 
go and can have on tap what- 
ever you need.” 

There is also a link-up ser- 
vice so that parents of newly 
diagnosed special needs chil- 
dren can be introduced to more 
experienced parents. 

Jennie James, whose eigh- 
teen-month-old daughter has 
spina bifida, said:""The centre is 
like a second home to me and 
my daughter Lucy. Its so 
friendly and relaxed. There is 
always someone to talk to when 
you have a problem and if you 
get depressed you can pop 
round the centre and have a 
laugh and a joke with parents 
who are experiencing the same 
difficulties.” 

Pam Whitehead, also an 
original council member, 
said:" There are more and more 
children coming all the time 
and the figures keep going up, 
but we are pressing on." 

Some parents with older 
children have further plans. 

Dr Watson, who has a seven- 
year-old autistic daughter, said: 
"Although the centre was ini- 
tially targeted at youngsters 
under five we now wish to 
extend that so we can provide 
services for teenagers as well.” 

NCH president, Lord Tony- 
pandy, who opened the centre 
in April, described the parents 
as “pioneers”. 

"It is a great idea to make the 
parents the managers and I 
hope the idea will be copied in 
other parts of Britain.” 


Rhymney Valley Children's Cen- 
tre, tel: (0222) 867447 


BT's pioneer company 
Continued from page 1 


executive Phil Ford explained: 
“When we have 20 employees, 
we will attempt to recruit 3 per 
cent of our workforce from the 
able-bodied register. We are 
turning the law around in this 
way to draw attention to the 
inadequate enforcement of 
statutory requirements.” 

As well as Bill and Phil 
Ford, there is a an administra- 
tor. Vacancies for production 
assistants will be advertised as 
demand picks up, and Ferntech 
aims to have 10 staff next year. 

But none of the four direc- 
tors is disabled. Director Mike 
Farnworth pledged:"This will 
not continue to be the situation 
indefinitely.” 

Ferntech’s first product is a 
hands-free phone system, avail- 
able this summer. Based on the 
React 320 loudspeaking tele- 
phone, it can be controlled by 


various methods including 
voice recognition or a scanning 
light box. 


Ferntech will also advise 
other makers of communication 
products about the needs of 
disabled customers. 


Ferntech, tel: 051-708 0405 


mark for certified safety. 


Uncoupled to give wheelchair freedom 


Kae Safety First 


: 2 an The Lees Stables, 
Maximum stability for minimay  Goldsveam Berwickshire 
Hibndestres” stopping ir ih poodsed 2 eee 
steering geometry. Has the TUV GS Tel: 0890 3456 


See us at —> nalex WI 


Contact us - we'll get you going, and keep you going! 


[yy ‘Iransport for 
Two 


A wheelchair user and a 
friend can ride together 
in comfort and style. 
Cycle and wheelchair 
can uncouple with a 
secure quick-release 
catch. 


[v7 Tailored to 
Fit 

Both wheelchair and 
cycle can be individual- 
ly adjusted to fit. Chair 
gives an optimum 
orthopaedic sitting posi- 
tion, with body weight 
distributed over the 
maximum possible area. 


Neatwork is a company 
specialising in individual 
human powered transport. 


FOLEX 


ASSOCATON OF CYCLE TRADERS 


Ten good reasons to send off for our 
free brochure. 


INSURANCE 
| ‘Keep Mobile’ 
Car Insurance 
Powerchair 
Insurance 
Disablecare 
Life Insurance 
Ed Justice & Care 
Home Contents 
Insurance 


FISH INSURANCE 


Freepost, PRESTON, PR2 2BR 


0772 724442 


Home Buildings 
Insurance 


| Holiday 
o 


GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION... 7 day no quibble money-back 
guarantee on all our policies 


Please send me your free Booklet... 
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AT VAUXHALL THERES 
MORE TO 
MOBILITY THAN THIS. — 


Oh the joys of choosing a brand new car. 


Arriving at the showroom only to find yourself 
confronted by a bewildering selection of models. 


And even if there is an obvious choice, there 
may not be a car you can test drive. 


Then there’s the paperwork. 


Alternatively, consider one of the many Vauxhall 
Motability Registered Dealers. 


You’ll find there’s always a suitable car to test drive. 
Whether it’s a Nova, Astra or Cavalier. 


You’ll be dealing with a specially trained salesman. 
Who knows exactly what discounts yourre eligible for 
(even if your Mobility Allowance has been awarded for 
less than 3 years) and will help you with the paperwork. 


And once you’re on the road, you’ll appreciate our 
specialist after sales service. 


For now, either cut out the coupon or telephone 
us on 0582 696332. 


And we'll move swiftly into overdrive. 


ie Please send me more information about Vauxhall 


Motability schemes. (Please tick box) | 
NOVAO ASTRA CAVALIER CARLTONO 
Name eet 2 eee ees Se nt PT ee | 


| 
| 
| Address 
| 
| 
| 


| 
Postcode 26 eee ees oP | 
Tel: & | 


Vauxhall Motability Programme, 


@ VAUXHALL 


Once driven, forever smitten. 


“a SHOWN: ASTRA MERIT 16 5 DOOR AUTO. PRICE £9,450. CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. INCLUDES CAR TAX AND VAT BUT EXCLUDES DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES. ALL NEW VAUXHALLS ARE COVERED BY VAUXHALL PRICE PROTECTION, WHICH GUARANTEES 
HAT THE PRICE YOU'RE QUOTED IS THE PRICE YOU PAY, PROVIDED YOU AGREE TO TAKE DELIVERY WITHIN 3 MONTHS OF THE DATE OF YOUR ORDER OR AS SOON AS THE CAR BECOMES AVAILABLE. WITH EVERY NEW VAUXHALL YOU GET ONE YEAR'S FREE MEMBERSHIP 
OF VAUXHALL ASSISTANCE, OUR UNIQUE ROADSIDE RECOVERY AND ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT SERVICE. 
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DN asked 

Anne Davies, travel 
broadcaster, Holiday 
Care Service 
governor and 


wheelchair user to 
check-out the UK's 
newest airport and 
the Harlequin Hotel. 
Tim Russell reports 


“The world’s most modern 
airport” was opened in March 
by the Queen. 

Stansted airport cost £400 
million to build and prides 
itself on making life as 
comfortable as possible for all 
passengers. Disabled ones too, 
we wondered? 

Driving to the airport is 
easy - it is only 20 minutes 
from the M25 - and we had no 
problem finding a disabled 
parking space for the car. Car 
parking is within easy reach of 
airport buses that take 
passengers to the hotel and the 
check-in area. There are six 
buses with lifts at the centre 
doors and space for four 
wheelchairs. 

It is difficult not to be 
impressed by the new 
passenger terminal’s 
breathtaking design. It is 
spacious, quiet and very light. 
The designers have created a 
calm atmosphere by using only 
soft, subdued colours and 
hundreds of glass panels in the 
roof and the walls. 

“Tt looks lovely,” said Anne 
Davies. “But the signs need to 
be bolder or partially-sighted 
people will find it difficult to 
read them. Because of the 
bland colouring, there is very 
little contrast and people will 
struggle to find the facilities 
they need.” 

Part of the problem is the 
light streaming though the 
glass roof. The bright sunlight 
makes the terminal’s electronic 
signs difficult to read and 
creates a glare on the floor. 

The floor was also slippery, 
especially for DN 
photographer Graham Bool, 
who had polio as a child and 
wears a caliper. 

“Fortunately I’m quite nifty 
on my feet,” he said. “But ’'m 


sure there are some people 
who might slip and fall.” 

Passengers are taken to the 
planes on automatic, driverless 
trains called “people movers”, 
which cost £30 million. There 
is easy access for disabled 
people, plenty of rails and 
room for wheelchair users. 

Anne was pleased there was 
level access all the way to the 
check-in desks. Here we found 
two lower counters for 
disabled people at the far end, 
but unfortunately they weren't 
in use: they haven’t been 


Hard work getting in and 
out of toilets designed for 
disabled people. What were 
the architects thinking of? 


Well-designed bedroom furniture at the Harlequin Hote 


tip / 


"Breathtaking" terminal still creates problems for disabled travellers. 


allocated to any airline yet. 

Anne approved of the 
airport’s large departure lounge 
and found it easy to visit the 
duty free shop and the 
cafeteria, which had a 
convenient low food counter 
and centre pedestal tables. The 
phones were at the right 
height but they could not be 
amplified for deaf people. 

Disabled passengers who 
arrive by train might find the 
top button of the lift too high 
if they use a wheelchair. 

But the biggest problems 
were the unisex lavatories. 

“So much of the detail is 
incorrect,” said Anne. “Doors 
are too heavy; there are no 
horizontal bars on the inside; 
some of the the lavatories are 
too low and some of the taps 
had handles on the wrong side. 

“As for the hand-dryers, 
they were so high, they would 
have been more use to me as 
hair-dryers.” 

Graham, who expected to 
find the escalators a hazard, 
was pleasantly surprised. 
“Having a caliper, I’m always 
wary of them, but these had a 
good run-off area so it was 
easy to get on and off - the 
best I have been on.” 

Staff were helpful, but it is 
important you notify them of 
your disability well in advance. 

Carol Leach, Stansted’s 
external relations officer, told 
us that the airport had carried 
out extensive consultations 
with disability groups for four 
years, and a working party of 
disability groups had been 
formed which met regularly. 
We later heard they were the 
RNID, the Disabled Living 
Foundation and the Joint 
Committee on Mobility for 
Blind and Partially Sighted 
People. 

Anne, however, remained 
unimpressed with the facilities. 
She said:"It is a beautiful 
building, but I am 
disappointed that it does not 
adequately provide for all 
passengers. The fact that a 
local group of disabled people 
were consulted makes it even 
more disappointing because the 


Stansted: a dream com 
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detailing in many instances 
fails to conform to current 
standards for disabled people.” 

The Harlequin hotel is 
situated next to the airport’s 
long stay car parking and has 
an excellent range of facilities, 
including a leisure centre and 
hairdresser, and helpful staff. 

There are four disabled 
parking spaces, badly 
signposted. If you are being 
dropped off by a friend beware 
of a gulley outside the hotel. 

After struggling to open the 
hotel’s heavy door, Anne was 
unable to reach the reception 
desk and the carpet was thick 
and difficult. (The entrance 
door, we learned, had already 
been changed once.) 

The hotel’s open plan made 
it easy to move around. There 
were two toilets on the ground 
floor but the detailing was 
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wrong. “What a pity there 
isn’t one with left hand 
transfer and one with right 
hand transfer,” commented 
Anne. 

The dining room, however, 
was fine, with plenty of room 
for Anne to get her legs 
comfortably under the table. 

The leisure centre was good 
and Anne was pleased to find a 
changing room with sliding 
doors and a hair-dryer. 

The lift got top marks: it 
had a good handrail for people 
to hang onto and tactile 
buttons. An electronic eye has 
been installed to ensure the 
doors do not shut on anyone 
who is slow getting in. 

The hotel has three disabled 
bedrooms, one on each floor, 
with adjoining rooms for the 
family. The facilities were 
good with large rooms, easily 
movable twin beds, an open 
dressing table and writing desk 
and a remote control TV. 

“The bathrooms are super,” 
said Anne. “The washbasins 
are a good height and there are 
plenty of handrails to lever you 
into the bath. But again it is a 
shame that the detailing fails 
to conform to current 
standards for disabled people.” 

Our marathon tour over, 
there was general agreement 
that Stansted’s facilities were 
less impressive than we had 
expected. 

Life will not be much easier 
for the millions of disabled 
people who will pass through. 


For a free information leaflet on 
the airport, write to Carol 
Leach, external relations office, 
Stansted Airport, Essex, CM24 
8SE or tel: 0279 662714. 


THE NEATER EATER 


ENABLES PEOPLE 
WITH TREMOR, 
ATAXIA OR 
ATHETOID 
MOVEMENT TO 
FEED THEMSELVES 


@ The Neater Eater is not a powered machine. The user controls the spoon and a 
damping device on the arm filters out any jerky movements enabling the spoon to 
be moved smoothly from plate to mouth. Thus the user can eat under their own 


control and at their own pace. 


@ The Neater Eater has been used by people suffering from Multiple Sclerosis, 
Cerebral Palsy, Parkinson's Disease, head injuries and other neurological conditions 


that cause tremor. 


@ Trials with a range of people suffering from these conditions have shown that 
people.previously unable to feed themselves are able to do so with the Neater Eater. 


For a FREE TRIAL and/or more information about the Neater Eater, please fill in this form and send 
to Michaelis Engineering, 68 Argyle Road, Southampton S02 OBQ, England (Tel: 0703 639771) 


Name 
Address 


Disability of user(s) 


Telephone 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Blatchford’s “monopoly” 
We are in fundamental 
agreement with the National 
Consumer Council (see 
“Shoddy service slammed”, 
DN April) over its concern 
about the future provision of 
the artificial limb service now 
it has been transferred to the 
NHS and the Disablement 
Services Authority dissolved. 

However, we wish to 
comment on the NCC report 
which states “Blatchford has a 
dominant position in the 
supply of hardware used for 
artificial lower limbs.” 

This particualrly applies to 
modular lower limb systems. 
In this area we have been the 
leaders in introducing new 
materials and designs to 
provide lighter, more 
functional and more durable 
modules, all of which are fully 
interchangeable within the 
system. In recognition of this 
technological lead we were 
awarded the Queen’s Award 
for Technological Achievement 
and the British Design Award 
in 1990. 

Such benefits to the patient 
are fully appreciated by 
Disablement Service Centre 
doctors who have a free choice, 
regardless of the prosthetic 
service company in the DSC, 
to provide each amputee with 
the most suitable device for 
their individual rehabilitation. 
If the Blatchford Endolite 
system is prescribed most 
often, then this indicates that 
it must be judged by the 
prescriber to be the best 


system available for lower limb 
amputees. 

The implied criticism by the 
NCC that we have a monopoly 
of the supply of component 
parts for the artificial limb 
service is regretted. In fact, 
Blatchfords supply 26 per cent 
of the artificial lower limbs 
used in the UK. However, a 
further 40-45 per cent of limbs 
supplied to amputees by other 
companies in the UK use 
modular component hardware 
designed and manufactured by 
ourselves. 

Fuller consideration of how 
this strong position was 
achieved in a highly 
competitive market would be 
more constructive. 

B S Blatchford 
Managing Director 
Blatchford 
Basingstoke, Hants 


Orange badge frustration 
Most disabled people will, I 
believe, agree that the orange 
badge scheme is not working 
as it should. Abuse of all kinds 
is rife - I see it daily, and from 
my correspondence so do 
many of you. 

This has been going on for 
years and this committee has 
for years been drawing it to 
the attention of relevant 
national and local authorities. 

In April 1990 the 
Department of Transport at 
last issued draft regulations 
about the scheme with a 
covering letter which stated 
that it hoped "to lay the 
regulations before Parliament 
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as soon as possible with a view 
to their coming into operation 
early next year.” 

Eight months later, and 
nearly five years after the 
original discussion paper was 
issued, we are still waiting, and 
the abuse continues. In the 
opinion of some, the situation 
has worsened. 

At its last meeting, this 
committee unanimously passed 
the following resolution: 

“This meeting expresses 
grave concern at the failure of 
the Minister for Roads and 
Traffic to authorise the 
changes to the orange badge 


parking scheme for disabled 


and blind people agreed with 
his officials by the Disabled 
Persons’ Transport Advisory 
Committee and supported by 
others following lengthy and 
detailed consultation with the 
Department of Transport since 
1986. 

“This meeting, aware that 
the present orange badge 
scheme has been discredited 
and devalued, calls on the 
Secretary of State for 
Transport to take immediate 
action to lay before Parliament 
new regulations: 

* to tighten the eligibility 
criteria for the badge 

* to re-design the badge and 
incorporate within it space for 
a photograph 

* to increase the time limit on 
yellow line waiting restrictions 
applicable to badge holders (in 
England and Wales) 

* to extend the operation of 
the scheme to the City of 
London, the City of 
Westminster, the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea, and that part of the 
London Borough of Camden 
presently excluded from the 
scheme.” 

Tim Shapley 

Secretary 

Joint Committee on Mobility 
for Disabled People 


CAB sets DN right 
I was glad to see DN’s article 
(February), bringing attention 
to the thousands of pounds 
which can be claimed back in 
the form of heating, laundry, 
baths, diet additions, etc from 
supplementary benefit. 

It was, therefore, of great 
concern that in the March 


edition you state that these 
payments are only for those 
with a mental handicap. 

This is not the case at all. 
We have been successful in 
gaining thousands of pounds 
for parents with bedwetting 
children, elderly people 
suffering from arthritis, those 
who suffer from eczema, etc, 
and anyone unemployed, aged 
over 50, who was entitled to 
additions may still be able to 
claim them back because the 
Department of Social Security 
made mistakes or failed to act 
on information they had. 

For example, a parent claims 
for a bed from social security 
in 1981, stating that their child 
bedwets and the mattress has 
become soiled. Regardless of 
whether payment was then 
made by the DSS, there is an 
argument that they were then 
in a position to review that 
person’s benefits. This would 
include a laundry addition 
(seven visits per week to the 
launderette for 
bedding/ pyjama washes after 
each night), baths each day, 
extra wear and tear on 
underclothes and nightwear. 

These additions could be 
around £25 per week and 
should be backdated to 1980, 
equalling thousands of 
pounds. No physical or mental 
handicap applies and there is 
no requirement that the child 
is receiving treatment from 
hospital. In most cases we have 
gained these benefits for young 
children who simply sleep so 
heavily that they bed-wet. 

I would be grateful if you 
could bring the attention of 
your readers to these facts as 
thousands of people stand to 
lose thousands of pounds if 
misled. 

For more information, I 
suggest readers contact their 
local citizens’ advice bureau or, 
if the local bureau cannot help, 
they could contact me. 
Angela Regan 
Community Information 
Worker 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
James MacColl House, 
Kenton Road, 

Halewood, Liverpool L26 9TS 


The Social Security Advisory 
Committee has been asked by the 
Social Security Secretary to 


consider draft regulations which 
would close off back payments of 
supplementary benefit and 
national assistance in cases of 
official error. So don’t delay in 
making a claim - Editor. 


DN help line 

I want to write and say - if 
others haven’t said so before - 
how much I appreciate the DN 
telephone counselling service. 

I am blind and have had a lot 
of depression, which has left 
me housebound and feeling 
isolated. 

The professional services can- 
not, it seems, take on board 
the idea of a person having a 
physical handicap and psycho- 
logical problems, let alone 
emotional ones. This makes it 
even more difficult to cope. 
You have to put on a front of 
cheerfulness for professionals 
to come close at all. 

So a telephone counselling ser- 
vice is absolutely ideal. It is 
needed on two levels: to give 
information and to provide 
emotional support. It is impor- 
tant, too, that the counsellor is 
disabled herself: she knows 
what it is like. 

Sue Mattana 

London NW3 


The DN telephone counselling 
service may have to end if we 
cannot find funding for it by 
June.The Kirton Healthcare 
Group has very generously 
covered the £3,000 costs over the 
past year, but is unable to 
continue. Please will someone, a 
company or an organisation, step 
forward to take on this very 
worthwhile project - Editor. 


Smoke alarms 

My smoke alarm went off 
when I had a bath. The only 
way of stopping it was to 
wrench it from the ceiling with 
the crook of a walking stick 
and smash it up so as to 
disconnect the batteries. 

Is there an alarm which can 
be stopped by a simpler 
method if it goes off 
unnecessarily and are there any 
alarms which are affected by 
smoke and not by steam? 

In my small flat there is 
nowhere that is not affected by 
steam from the bath. 

Ann Gabell 
Worcester 


A word from our 
sponsors 

Would you like to park 
anywhere, anytime, when you 
feel like it? 

Then why not send off for a 
handy stick-on ORANGE 
BADGE! 

Mrs Craik of Coatbridge 
noticed a lucky ORANGE 
BADGE “owner” park in one 
of three EXCLUSIVE spaces 
near the Main Street, jump 
out of his car and stick his 
wife’s ORANGE BADGE on 
the screen! 

Mrs Craik is disabled herself 
so she already knows about the 
wonderful ORANGE BADGE. 
But if you would like to share 
in the ORANGE BADGE 
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experience why not beg, steal, 
or borrow one from a disabled 
person! After all, it shows you 
care. 


Victor Victoria 
DN extends a warm welcome 
to the Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation’s 
new parliamentary officer. 
We hear she is extremely 
well connected politically. In 
fact, rumour has it that she 
and Minister for Disabled 
People Nicholas Scott are like 
the proverbial “two peas in a 


pod.” But then, she is his 
daughter, Victoria. 


Going up 

The Royal Institute of British 
Architects' Community 
Architecture Group held a 
conference last month entitled 
“Building for the Future: 
Working with Communities." 
Although there was no 
scheduled discussion on how 
to meet the disabled 
community’s needs, Guy 
Farrar of the Group assured 
DN that the subject “did come 
up.” 

We are glad the subject 
made it where most disabled 
people trying to get into 
inaccessible buildings don’t. 
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Out of a contract comes a friendship 


How do you find and keep a care assistant? Liz Briggs explains in the fourth of a DN series about relationships 


For nearly nine years I have 
been living independently, 
employing my own personal 
care assistants. 

I am now in my mid thirties 
(and intend to stay there!). I 
have a muscular disorder 
which means I need assistance 
with all daily living activities 
and I use a power chair for 
mobility. 

I do not have paid 
employment, but am deeply 
involved in my local Centre 
for Independent Living, where 
I advise other disabled people 
about personal assistance. 

I am single, and my 
household consists of one 
scruffy little dog called Holly 
and, the latest addition, a year 
old moggy called Tristan. 

I moved into my bungalow 
with financial support from 
Redbridge borough (which had 
supported me in a residential 
home for five years) and social 
security. This was before the 
Independent Living Fund so 
there was no possibility of 
financial help from anywhere 
else. I had decided how I 
would employ assistance, what 
type of person I was looking 
for and how much I would be 
able to pay them for the work. 

But it became increasingly 
difficult to find suitable people 


Me 


Plaque attack: Liz gets a hand to brush her teeth. 


who lived near enough to work 
a rota system for me, covering 
two or three days each. After 
one girl gave in her notice a 
few weeks after agreeing to 
work here for six months, I 
decided to try having a person 
“living in” with local people to 
cover days off. Many of my 
friends do this successfully. 

How was I to find people 
willing to live with me and 
work five days a week? I 
advertised in all the usual 
places and contacted some 
agencies who produced 
possible employees. 

That was how Dawn 
arrived. She came for two 
weeks, originally. 

I will never forget our first 
meeting. A friend was here in 
case Dawn didn’t appear and 
by 10.30pm we had decided 
she wasn’t going to, so my 
friend had settled me for the 
night. Half-an-hour later 
Dawn arrived, after a seven- 


and-a-half hour train journey 
from her home in Cumbria to 
mine in Hampshire. 

From flat on my back all I 
could see was this young girl 
with a mop of curly hair, 
wearing dungarees and looking 
worn out. All she could see 
was a lump under a quilt and a 
nose and some eyes peeping 
out! 

It was agreed with the 
agency that after another 
friend had covered Christmas 
for me, a new girl would come 
in the New Year. Somehow 
or other this girl never 
appeared and, yes, you’ve 
guessed it, Dawn rang to say 
she had been asked to come 
back until something more 
permanent could be found. 

After she had been here a 
few weeks I decided to take a 
chance and offered her a six 
month contract. For some 
reason best known to herself, 
she accepted. That was two 
years ago. 

My life had been unsettled 
for quite a while so it was 
strange to have someone 
around for a time. My main 
concern was that Dawn would 
be bored on her days off. 

We worked out a system 
where she was paid to be with 
me for five days, from Sunday 
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evening to Friday morning, 
with four hours off one 
afternoon during the week. 
This was really out of 
necessity, because Dawn 
doesn’t drive so I had to find 
someone to take me to do the 
heavy shopping once a week. 

About every six weeks she 
went home for a week, without 
pay but with travel expenses. 
Usually these weeks were 
covered by other girls, who 
normally did weekends, in 
their college holidays. 

During the week Dawn does 
most things for me, including 
all my personal care - although 
I usually have my bath at the 
weekend when the phone’s less 
likely to interrupt! 

Meal times at first were a 
bit different because Dawn 
likes very little variety in her 
diet, and me, [ll eat anything! 

It has become a standing 
joke that Dawn only eats 
baked beans, white bread and 


beef, which isn’t really true, 
but is very easy and cheap to 
cater for. 

Round the house she is a 
whiz with the plants and they 
all try to die when she’s not 
here. Both the pets love her, 
especially Holly, as Dawn 
takes her whenever she pops 
out to the post box, phone box 
or just for a quick smoke 
(started after being here a year, 
probably the strain of living 
with me!) 

As I said, she can’t drive, 
which has been one of our 
biggest problems. I am usually 
out more than once a week at 
meetings and attend local adult 
education classes as well as 
social events. So I have had to 
find local drivers. Dawn did 
try to learn and has taken her 
test a few times, but lessons 
and tests are expensive. 

Another problem with 
having someone here for five 
days is what happens when 
they get ill. To find cover for 
five nights is much harder 
than for two or three. 
Luckily, Dawn has only been 
off three times in her two 
years, but there have been a 
few other occasions when I’ve 
not been sure she would be 
able to get me up. 

We have a very informal 
relationship. It is not often I 
have to remember that I am 
the employer. Of course, it is 
give and take,. but as I don’t 
have any family living close 
by, I do regard the people 
working here as much more 
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Our new small c 


Now you can enjoy real independence 
in the ‘Car of the Year 1991’, the new 


Renault Clio. 

Our years of experience refining and 
adapting cars for the disabled driver 
have made the Renault Clio our best yet. 

The Clio gives you big car comfort in a small 
car that’s pleasant to drive. Power steering is 
available as an option on the RL 1.9 litre diesel 
and both the RT 1.4 and 1.8 litre petrol versions, 
and a four speed automatic gear box is optional 
on the RT 1.4 litre. : 

The five door Clio can also be fitted with 
a Kempf rear sliding door conversion and 
electric hoist to make stowing a wheelchair be- 
hind your seat a simple, push button operation. 
Coupled with its handling, spaciousness and 


Please send me details of the Renault Disabled 
Motorists Programme and special financial terms 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


Cook book look: cheese and pasta sauce is hot favourite. 


than workers. 

Dawn is easy going. I don’t 
think I could live with 
someone who wasn’t. We have 
to be close: she does very 
personal things for me. 

I am writing this on Dawn’s 
last working day here. Why is 
she leaving? We know it is 
time; she wants to go back to 
live with her family and 


RENAULT 


CLIO 


ef 


CAR OF THE YEAR 


friends, and I realise it’s time 
for a change. Two years is 
long enough. 

Dawn’s replacement is a girl 
from yet another agency, this 
time from Australia. I’ve 
spoken to her on the phone 
and she sounds fine. She has 
done various kinds of care 
work, and drives. Let’s hope 
she arrives! 


r has a big feature... 


quietness the Clio gives the motorist a 
real sense of freedom. 

In fact, most models in the Renault range 
can be adapted to make the disabled 
motorist’s life easier and more enjoyable 
with modifications by specialists including 
hand controls, swivel seats and flip-over accelerator. 

Renault is an approved manufacturer on the 
Motability Car Purchase Scheme so if you receive 
a mobility allowance you're eligible to choose 
from most of the Renault range and purchase 
at the special Motability rate. 

Ask your local Renault dealer 

for details of the Renault Disabled 

Motorists Programme, special finance 

terms and any required modifications, 
or return the coupon below. 


Send to: Renault UK Ltd., Special Sales, 
Western Avenue, London W3 ORZ 


HOME TEL: 


POSTCODE: 
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Integrated schoolin, 


For pupils at Kentish Town C of E Primary School in London, a spot of mod 
whose mail order range includes a "useful additions" collection for childrer 
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The campaigning 
newspaper for 
people with all 
kinds of 
disabilities 
Please SUPPORT DW by SUBSCRIBING NOW 
DISABILITY NOW SUBSCRIPTION ORDER 


Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
FREEPOST 17 London W1E 3HU with your remittance 
made payable to 

THE SPASTICS SOCIETY. No stamp is needed. 


"A beautiful, well-kept playground" to run, climb, bike or gossip in, or just look at the murals. 


Independence for the 
4990’s with Electric Mobility 
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> Drives through standard 
doorway. 

> Automatic braking 
system. 

> Spring-mounted 
suspension. 

& Virtually maintenance 
free. 

> Sealed. rear wheel 
direct drive transaxle. 

> Rechargeable from 
standard wall socket. 

> Dismantles for easy car 
stowage. : 

D eee, electric seat 
iff. 


> Dual seeed Amph and 
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> Raise, lower and 
recline at the touch of 
a bution. 

(> Sturdy steel lift 
mechanism for safety 
and stability. 

tf Cord mounted hand 
control. 

> Hand control may be 
easily reversed to left 
side. 

t> Fabrics to complement 
any decor. 


Rascal © CycleChair © Gentle Lift Chair © 


Electric Mobility Euro Ltd., Dept onsyos + =FREEPOST, 


Sea King Road, Lynx Trading Estate, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2YS 
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integrated clothes | 


as all in the day's play. Clothes from Mothercare and Holly Norton, 
jecial needs. Selection by Ginny Jenkins, clothing adviser at the DLF. 


ROA 


Stars and spots, above: Charlene Chambers in Mini sweat 
shirt and spotty leggings set, £19.99 (with free necklace) 
and twin Anna Alston in Mini t-shirt £10.99 and Mini 
leggings £7.99. All in cotton/polyester, from Mothercare. 
The clothes encourage independence: they have elasticated 
waists, distinct backs and fronts, and no fastenings. 


Propping up a post: Katie 
Lovegrove (top left) in 
large-size Rickie trousers 
£16.95, white summer shirt 
£16.50 and Claire jacket 
£18.95. Tom Evans wears 
reversible Falcon trousers, 
green/check from Useful 
Additions, with elasticated 
waist £21.95, and Jamie 
shirt £12.95. These Holly 
Norton clothes in 100% 
cotton, 1-12 years, come in 
kits too. Send large SAE for 
free catalogue to Holly 
Norton,Trent Lane, Weston 
on Trent, Derby DE7 2BT. 


Stripes and flowers, above left: Charlene in Holly Norton's 
striped Alice party dress with front fastening, built-in 
petticoat and bag (not shown) £35.99, hairband £5.99. Twin 
Kay Alston wears Tikki dungarees with D-ring fastening 
£23.95, Tanya blouse £19.95 and matching busy bag £2.99. 


Cool sophisticates, left: Katie wears the sleeveless Sophie 
dress, £20.50, teamed with the no-fastening, long-sleeved 
Claire jacket, while Anna has the PollyAnna sailor dress, 
front fastening with short sleeves and detachable collar 

£24.95, and white busy bag £2.99. All from Holly Norton. 


Make the 
most out 


a The Ultralight Express Wheelchair is 
propelled easily and effortlessly, only 24 Ibs in 
weight. It folds up to a compact 11 inches for easy 
storage or transport. Designed for comfort it can be 
adjusted to match individual needs. The Express, 
made from aircraft aluminium, is built to last. 

It gives maximum stability to go where you want. 
The Express Wheelchair lets you get the most out of 
life. 

Send the Coupon off today for more information. 


We care more 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


soot 


Ortho Kinetics (UK) Ltd, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV13 3XA. Tel: 0902 866166 EMQ i 
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Easy dressing at Mothercare: trike-rider Tom in Popeye jogging pants £10.99 and hooded 
sweatshirt £12.99; Daniel John in Fido-Dido t-shirt £6.99 and jogging bottoms £10.99. 
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Josef Sudek, Poet of 
Prague - a 
photographer's life 
by Anna Farova 

(John Murray, £35) 


Josef Sudek, born in 1896, lost 
his right arm at the age of 21 
in the First World War. A 
career in bookbinding was 
impossible, so he turned to his 
hobby, photography, and for 
almost 60 years worked in a 
profession which offered little 
convenience or flexibility. 

Undeterred by what today 
would seem antiquated, heavy 
and cumbersome equipment, 
he adapted everything to suit 
single-handed operation. 

Every bit as remarkable as 
the man are his photographs, 
which seem to have been 
inspired by his love of music. 

Sudek so clearly had the 
“eye to see with”. Ordinary, 
everyday scenes and objects 
have been recorded with 
sensitivity and artistic flair. 
Following his own advice to 
others, he “hurried slowly”, 
and when circumstances were 
not quite right, he waited until 
they were or simply applied 
some artistic licence to 
complete the picture. 

For example, his 
photographs of “St Vitus 
Cathedral 1924-42” are really 
of a building site. But what 
rises from the piles of building 
materials, partly finished 
works, loitering statues and 
general mess is an 
extraordinary beauty. 

Another series, “Sunday 
afternoon on Kolin Island 
1924-26”, with groups of 


Joseph Sudek: self-portrait with trees, 1930s 


people enjoying themselves on 
their day’s outing, has an 
Impressionist feel. All of them 
were taken in contre-jour 
lighting from very ordinary 
positions, yet somehow the 
figures are “alive”. 

Sudek’s photographs of trees 
are delicate works of art that 
any photographer would be 
proud to have taken. 

All these pictures are superb 
examples of the moment, 
usually recorded in the blink 
of an eye, but captured here so 
well that you can smell the air 
and want to step into the 
frame to feel how it really was. 

The book is full of 
fascinating photographs, 
revealing Sudek’s influence on 


CAN'T DRIVE A CAR? 
CAN’T WALK TOO FAR? 
GET OUT AND ABOUT 
IN THE NEW SPORTSTER 


will give maximum 
manoeuvrability 
when shopping. 


@ The NEW 
Sportster - 20” 
wheels make 

light work on 
grass, gravel and 
gradients. With fan 
cooled motor and 
puncture free tyres. 


@ The NEW Sportster - 
will give you up to 

40 miles on a single 
charge. 
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NOW AVAILABLE 
Heavy-weight SPORTSTERS 
and heavy-duty wheelchairs for 
those over 18 stone 


@ The NEW Sportster- 


*Extra comfort with a 
spacious adjustable 
seat. 


= “Left or Right hand 
i controls. 


Low centre of gravity 
for maximum 
stability. 


suspension. 


*Electro-magnetic 
brakes with 
mechanical back-up 
facility. 


| DAVID WENMAN 
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Specialised dealers throughout the U.K. 


FOR A FREE PERSONAL TRIAL PHONE 021 706 5011 


Disability Now May 1991 


See you at ‘Mobility Road Show’, Crowthorne 21/22/23 June 1991, Stand 38 


many present-day 
photographers. More than 
coffee table reading, it is an 
exhilarating source of 
inspiration to anyone who can, 
or wishes to, put their eye to 


the viewfinder. 
Graham Bool 


The Politics of 


Disablement 

by Michael Oliver 
(Macmillan Education, £30 

hardcover, £8.99 paperback) 


Mike Oliver's book makes a 
fundamental and significant 
contribution to the body of 
knowledge on disability issues 
in an area where “objective” 
academic literature is difficult 
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DISCOVER 
INDEPENDENCE 
FOR 
YOURSELF 
AND 
OTHERS 


to obtain. His contribution is 
all the more valid because he is 
an academic himself and has 
direct experience of disability. 

The book ranges from 
“where we have come from” to 
“where we are now”, although 
it is more than just a 
comprehensive history of the 
disabled peoples’ movement. 

Mike Oliver looks in detail 
at eight key areas of influence 
and development. 

He begins with definitions 
and concludes, quite rightly, 
that “official” definitions 
which firmly place the cause of 
disability within the individual 
have both disempowered 
disabled people and left 
professionals with a distorted 
view of disability issues. 

Yet this is not accepted 
within all societies, he finds; 
economic and social differences 
shape the view that society 
holds of disabled people within 
different cultures. 

The author then focuses on 
capitalist societies with their 
need to create work forces and 
asks where, given capitalist 
ideology, disabled people fit in. 

The final chapters deal with 
the politics of disability and 
the rise of the disabled 
peoples’ movement. 

The book is well researched, 
with a bibliography that 
provides an excellent source of 
information for those who wish 
to delve further. 

However, as with all such 
comprehensive works, there 
are bound to be some 
criticisms. 

I would have liked a wider 
discussion of the different 
views of disability within 
different capitalist societies. 
For example, does the recent 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act, which addresses the social 


THE MAJOR EXHIBITION OF 
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causes of disability, indicate a 
shifting view of disabled 
people within American 
society? If so, what has been 
responsible for the shift? 

Also, what is different about 
non-capitalist industrial 
societies which still need a 
large workforce but may 
devote far fewer resources to 
disabled people? Do such 
societies hold the same 
“medical” view of disability as 
ours? I am reminded of recent 
discussions with a disabled 
person from East Germany 
who feared that the West 
German “medical” view would 
dominate his life in a way it 
had never done before. 

Finally, even though Mike 
Oliver states why he has 


written the book in a particular | 


academic style, it is surely 
regrettable that sociologists 
cannot discuss social issues in 
a language that society can 
understand. This is especially 
important for groups who feel 
they are “marginalised”, 
outside the mainstream of 
society, and whose history, 
development and influence 
have not yet been written 
about. 

Perhaps the book should be 
re-written in a more accessible 
form so as to bring the very 
important issues raised closer 


to disabled people themselves. 
Richard Wood 


Speaking up 

for Yourself 

by Sherry Cook et al 

(Skills for People, Haldane 
House, Tankerville Terrace, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2, 
£20-£95 depending on status.) 


Since 1983, the Newcastle self- 
advocacy group Skills for 
People has helped people with 
physical disabilities or learning 
difficulties in the North East 
to plan and lead their own 
short courses on self-advocacy. 


j 


Now it has put together an 


excellent package of material to 
help others. 

The pack consists of a 65 
page manual (also available in 
Braille and on cassette) and a 
14 minute video with subtitles, 
signing, and a written 
transcript. 

The manual offers clear 
advice about: ensuring good 
meetings; planning a course; 
getting people to share 
opinions; evaluating the course 
and building on the 
experience. 

The checklists will ensure 
planners do not overlook 
anything vital, and the 12 
appendices give yet more 
practical hints about 
programmes, publicity and 
working in groups. 

While the authors make it 
clear that the pack’s purpose is 
to help people express 
themselves as individuals, and 
not to develop self-advocacy 
groups, this pack is a must for 
all such groups, and for any 
organisation concerned with 
implementing the Disabled 
Persons Act. 

Ann Craft 


! 
Don't tell 
her it's me 


| Considering he has been 
‘through two years gruelling 
chemotherapy and radiation 
treatment for Hodgkin’s dis- 
pease, Gus Kubiak (Steve Gut- 
tenberg) makes a remarkably 
smooth, speedy transition from 
recently discharged patient 
hesitant about returning to 
society to hunky prince charm- 
ing who can do no wrong. 
But then, British director- 
resident-in-America Malcolm 
Mowbray’s Don't Tell Her It's 
Me (12) is supposed to be 
‘something of a comedy 
romance-cum-farce which is 
actually nearer to an 
unconvincing reworking of the 
“frog and princess” fairytale. 
On the road to recovery, 
Gus shambles around his flat 
on the outskirts of town 
replete with prosthetics 
seemingly influenced by the 
Elephant Man. He is longing 
for love. His sister, Lizzie 
Potts (Shelley Long), a pulp 
romance writer of some 
renown, decides to play 
matchmaker. The object of 


MUSIC 
Safe 


House 


The disability music reviewer’s 
lot is not always a happy one. 
How many masochistic hours 
have I spent, away from a 
good evening’s tv escapism, 
listening to unappealing music, 
and lyrics that tell me about 
something I already have to 
live with and don’t wish to be 
reminded of? 

So it was a pleasure to get a 
new cassette album by Mick 
O’Hara. Mick comes from a 
long line of “visually 
impaired” rhythm and blues 
singers like Lemon Jefferson, 
Ray Charles and now Stevie 
Wonder. 

Right from the first track 
“Two-tone Thunderbird” you 
can tell the quality of the band 
- Mick with vocals and lead 
guitar, Chris Patterson on bass, 
and Graham Bennett on 
keyboards. 

Between them they can 


desire is Emily (Jami Gertz), a 
bright young journalist. 

Emily isn’t interested in the 
recuperating Gus. She thinks 
he’s nice - but. She’s more 
taken with her smooth-talking, 
louse of a boss, Trout (Kyle 
MacLachlan). That’s until 
Lizzie gets to work on Gus 
and turns him into a living 
version of one of her own 
romance heroes - modern day 
knight in shining armour 
bestriding a powerful motor- 
bike. Of course, we all know 
that’s how easy it is to solve 
relationship problems for 


summon up a whole world of 
sound and the album shows 
the individuality and versatility 
of a lead musician who can 
think and feel for himself. 
There is the big bluesy 
sound of “Hammer Head” and 


Blues man: Mick O'Hara 


the archetypal rock images of 
“Duke Box Boogie” - “when I 
was a lad about a life time ago 
I couldn’t wait to roll my 
dough...” - and back to the 
plaintive “Blues Wail” on 
echoing bottle neck guitar of 
broken homes. 

In fact, there is only one 
song that directly relates to 


Look out for 


Young deaf people's drama 
group at Sherman Theatre in 
Cardiff. Over 14s. Tel: (0222) 
396844. 


Workshops/exhibitions for 
visually impaired people by 
Arts to Share (Leeds).Includes 
creative writing. Contact Susan 


Dales (0532) 683045. 


Grief, a play performed in 
English, Sign Language and 
Bengali, is on tour from 9 May 
to 5 July. Contact Karen 
Smith 071 272 7302. 


Whitechapel Art in London. 
Gallery exhibition tour and 
discussion for visually 
impaired people. 22 May. Tel: 
071 377 0107. 


Eskimo style: Gus (Steve Guttenberg) and Emily (Jami Gertz) getting it together at last. 


people with disabilities - in 
Hollywood at least. 

Emily falls for the new, fake 
Gus, not knowing his real 
identity. It then becomes a 
case of: what will happen when 
she finds out the truth? 

Mowbray tries on all the old 
tricks - animals, children and 


an ill-fitting toupee - to make 


Don’t Tell Her It’s Me funny. 
But the laughs just aren’t 
there. The characters lack any 
sort of depth to generate 
interest in the romance, and 
the pace drags too much for it 
to work as a kind farce 


Mike’s disability. “Faith 
House” he says is about the 
feelings of insecurity that it 
often brings him. 

“T am going to build for you 
a safe house, a safe house for 
me and you, to shelter from 
the blues, a little place where 
we can hide from the troubled 
world outside...” 

The sound is warm and 


The 


surrounding mistaken identity. 

Any intended themes along 
the lines of “recently disabled 
character develops 
understanding of his 
disability”, or “non-disabled 
successful, career woman 
learns to look beyond exteriors 
to see what’s inside” simply 
don’t come off. Be this a 
comedy romance or a romantic 
fairytale even, it sadly lacks the 
plausibility required to be a 
success. 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


On release from 7 Fune. 


lyrical, a gentle Latin 
American rhythm, with lazy 
conga drums and maracas and 
a rolling guitar that sounds like 
waves softly washing the 
shores of a tropical island. 

If you want to book your 
ticket send £5 to Mike O’Hara 
12 Cow Lane, Wareham, 
Dorset BH20 4RD. 

Stephen Hunt 
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The RIFTON MOBILE PRONE STANDER 


% comfortable — makes standing a joy 


% suitable — for weight/non-weight bearing 


%* mobile — stimulates activity 


Full colour brochure: 
RIFTON 
ROBERTSBRIDGE 
E. SUSSEX TN32 5DR 
Tel: (0580) 880626 
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Comic Relief 
3 (BBCI, 15 
March), was 
stonkeringly 
disappointing! 
The 
philosphy of 
the first 
disability item, shown after the 
Nine O'Clock News, was that 
despite the reasonable demands 
disabled people are making, 
society remains relentlessly 
disabling. Illustrated by a 
group of disabled people 
talking to a slowly crumbling 
wall, it was extremely effective. 
The other main disability 
item came at 1.15am on 
Saturday! It combined Johnny 
Crescendo's song “Choices and 
Rights” deriding charity with 
commentary by Mike Higgins. 
The song's strength is in its 
directness. This was blunted 
by an over-elaborate musical 


_ arrangment and graphics. 


To top it all, Comic Relief 
felt it necessary to disassociate 
itself from the item's 
sentiment. How was it any 
more dangerous than Stephen 
Fry's 1988 item which began 
“Disabled people don't want 
your money”? Someone is 
being ridiculously over- 
cautious. 

Two short items in seven 
hours is bad enough. Add to 
this a sprinking of disablist 
jokes and this was the worst 
Comic Relief on disability yet. 

The second series of Boom 
(C4 Tuesdays) is only a slight 
improvement on the first. It 
now includes more disabled 
contributors, speaking for 
themselves. But it still fails to 
encourage a more politicised 
outlook on life. For instance, 
when reporting on their home 
town, disabled youngsters 
omitted any criticism of acces: 
Boom! paints an over-idealisti 
picture. I hope the viewers 
stay tuned for Same 
Difference. 

In 1989 the BBC produced 
Who Cares? series which I 
criticised for perpetuating 
stereotypes of dependency. 
The first in the new series 
Who Cares Now? (BBC2 9 
April) provides little hope that 
lessons have been learned. 

This time it is exclusively 
about elderly people who 
require care. It can be difficult 
accustoming yourself and 
others to a newly-acquired 
state of dependency, but such 
difficulties are not eased by 
programes as bleak as this. I 
suppose the rest of the series 
might improve. 

Eureka! Emmett de 
Monterey is finally content to 
be himself (QED: on his own 
two feet, BBC1, 20 March). 
It's a shame it took him two 
painful operations and two 
QED programmes. He will 
stand a better chance of being 
himself if the media leaves him 


alone. 
Chris Davies 
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Share Your Problems 
minaret Moger 


Finding 


independence 
in a new home 


“My mother is in her 
nineties and lives in her 
own small flat. Recently 
she had several falls and 
was admitted to hospital. 
She is adamant that she 
wants to remain on her 
own, though she has very 
limited sight and is rather 
deaf. We have been trying 
to arrange some nursing, 
home help and companion- 
type support, but whenever 
this is discussed she says 
she doesn’t need anyone 
every day and she wants to 
employ someone herself. 
She is autocratic and 
critical and people don’t 
like working directly for 
her. Her income is limited 
and she finds it hard to 
accept how expensive 
things are nowadays. It is 
worrying and disrupting for 
us, and for her neighbours 
and friends, as she 
frequently phones for help 
with things that she can’t 
manage herself. Everything 
is always most urgent, too! 
She has a personal alarm 
call, so we are not so 
worried about emergencies, 
but we feel she ought to 
have someone to look in 
every day - if they can get 
in. She often can’t hear the 
bell and isn’t prepared to 
give her keys to anyone 
except us and a neighbour. 
Have you any ideas?” 


“I am looking for suitable 
accommodation for my 
elderly father, who now 
accepts that he can’t 
manage on his own any 
longer. He doesn’t need 
nursing care or even a full- 
staffed residential home. 
Somewhere offering more 
than just sheltered housing 
would be ideal. Are there 
organisations that can 
advise on suitable places?” 


with Margaret Morgan 


It is not easy trying to meet 
one’s parents’ wishes for 
independence whilst 
recognising that outside help is 
necessary. 

A number of organisations, 
including local authority social 
services departments, offer 
advice on home care services 
available locally. Some, like 
Counsel and Care for the 
Elderly, provide nationwide 
advice and publish a range of 
useful leaflets. Age Concern, 
Crossroad Care Attendant 
schemes and your local branch 
of the Carers’ National 
Association are all useful 
contacts and a good handbook 
is Caring at Home. 

It is important to find out 
exactly what is available in 
your area as although services 
are patchy there are some 
excellent small localised 
schemes. For instance, in 
London both Companions of 
London (north of the Thames) 
and Community Aide 
Programme (inner London) 
offer home care services to 
meet people’s individual needs. 

Companions, many of whom 
are young women from 
Australia and New Zealand, 
work for a minimum of three 
hours on each occasion booked 
and from one to seven days a 
week. They are happy to assist 
with light domestic duties, 
cooking, shopping, personal 
care-and any other requests. A 
registration fee of £25 is 
charged, which includes an 
initial visit by a trained 
counsellor to assess and discuss 
individual needs. The present 
day-time hourly rate is £4.90 
plus fares. 

The Community Aide 
Programme (CAP) is a charity 
and employs trained young 
men and women with mild 
learning disabilities to provide 
a similar range of services to 
elderly and disabled people in 
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their own homes. 

Regretfully, Wandsworth 
CAP scheme was wound up at 
the end of March when the 
London Borough of 
Wandsworth withdrew all its 
funding. But CAP still has a 
small scheme working in inner 
London and hopes to expand 
again in other areas as soon as 
funds are available. 

Most organisations working 
with elderly people understand 
the special problems and it is 
generally best to include the 
elderly person when discussing 
plans. In your mother’s case, 
however, it may be wiser to 
work out with an adviser a 
suitable package of care and 
then present it to her. She 
might be quite relieved! 

It is much easier when the 
elderly person recognises his 
needs and is willing to 
surrender some independence, 
even if this means giving up 
his home. 

The choice is usually 
between sheltered housing, 
very sheltered “close care” 
housing (this may be right for 
your father), a residential 
home or a nursing home. 
Quality of care and cost vary 
considerably so it is wise to get 
impartial advice and to 
investigate facilities 
thoroughly. 

Counsel and Care for the 
Elderly (for Greater London), 
GRACE (for North West 
Surrey Health Authority area) 
and Cain and Paton, the 
Retirement and Nursing Home 
Advisory Service, offer (the 
latter two for a fee) advice on 
a personal basis and will 
identify placements that might 
be suitable. 

Local authorities also run 
their own schemes and 
residential homes and you can 
obtain lists of these and of all 
private and voluntary 
residential care homes from 
the registration officer at the 
local social services 
department. 

Lists of nursing homes are 
available from the registration 
officer of the district health 
authority. 

I do hope this information 
will enable you and your 
parents to find appropriate 
solutions, though it is not easy 
to get it just right and elderly 
people can be as manipulative 
as the rest of us! 


Counsel and Care for the 
Elderly, Twyman House, 16 
Bonny St, London NWI 9PG 
(please write in first instance). 
Companions of London, tel: 071- 
433 3869. Community Aide 
Programme, tel: 071-700 2451. 

Age Concern - see local directory 
or tel: 081-640 5431. Crossroads 
Care Attendant Schemes, tel: 
(0788) 73653. Carers’ National 
Association, tel:071-724 7776. 

GRACE, tel: (0483) 304354. 

Cain and Paton, tel: (0483) 
578160. Caring at Home by 
Nancy Kohner. £3.50 (inc 
p&p) from Bailey Distribution 
Ltd, Dept KFP, Learoyd Road, 
Mountsfield Industrial Estate, 
New Romney, Kent TN28 8XU. 
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Kate Bird 


Kate Bird, 23, is not what 
some might call a “nice girl” - 
she smokes, drinks, swears, 
likes to party, and spits out 
opinions that scorch your 
eyebrows. She is also one of 53 
disabled students who in 
March received a prestigious 
Snowdon award of £1,427. 
This woman may be a rebel 
but she is one with a cause - 
the right to do what she wants. 

The awards help with the 
extra costs of disability (Kate 
bought a word processor). But 
she has had other “costs” 
which are not so easy to settle. 

Despite lengthy stays in 
hospital and difficulties with 
writing due to chronic juvenile 
arthritis, she did well at school 
and could take care of herself: 
“Teenage girls can be bitchy. 
No, I didn’t like people hiding 
my crutches on top of lockers. 
I did tend to get up and tell 
them to f*** off. I wasn’t the 
type of person to sit there and 
take it. If I had, I would have 
been in a special school.” 

Such scraps were nothing 
compared to the war she 
waged with the teacher who 
made her cut Latin, history 
and art because it was “too 
much” for her. For a girl 
whose ambition was to be a 
history teacher or a costume 
designer, it was an act she 
can't forgive. “She used my 
disability as a handle to get rid 
of me.” (She is now paying 
£520 to do an Italian GCSE 
privately and has started 
complaints proceedings against 
her old teacher.) 

But she still won a place at 
Wimbledon School of Art to 
do theatrical costume design. 
“I was so chuffed. I thought I 
had made it - I had arrived.” 


The Headmaster, Governors and Staff of 
LORD MAYOR TRELOAR COLLEGE 


invite you to an 


OPEN DAY 


For Professionals 
ON 
THURSDAY 16th MAY 
10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
(including buffet lunch) 
Come and see our recent developments: 
A New CDT, Photography, Art and Pottery complex 
The Function, Language & Movement Education programme for 
younger children with Cerebral Palsy 

The Purpose-built Traill Centre for 16+ Vocational and Life Skills 
courses. 


For further details please telephone the Headmaster's Secretary on 0420- 
83508 or send SAE to Headmaster's Secretary, Lord Mayor Treloar College, 
Upper School, Holybourne, Alton, HANTS, GU34 4EN. 


Then, when she was 20, her 
condition changed course and 
was diagnosed as systemic 
lupus. As well as the extreme 
tiredness and pain, her hands 
swelled up, leaving her unable 
to sew and costing her the | 
place at Wimbledon. 

After a year in hospital she. | 
went to Croydon College to do 
art and design. In October she | 
goes to Aberystwyth to do a 
degree in fine arts, history and | 
Italian. Eventually, she hopes 
to become a painting restorer. 

Making the trip to 
Aberystwyth with her will be | 
her “fiery” reputation and 
hard-hitting views. 

Although a Snowdon 
winner, she abhors charity. “It 
papers over the cracks and as 
long as that keeps happening 
the Government doesn’t have | 
to do anything about it.” 

And, though an admirer of 
the radical disability Al 
movement, she has no time for | 
the "proud to be disabled" 
lobby. “That is stupid. If I 
could wake up tomorrow F 
without all of this ... no 
problem! To have something » 
that so drastically alters your 
life and use it as some sort of | 
asset is perverse.” 

She hasn’t paid her poll tax — 
“on the grounds that Bromley 
Borough gives me sod all. If 
you are a disabled person they 
don’t want to know.” 

She has no time for most 
doctors, especially her 
childhood ones. 

And she is on a constant 
war footing with her father (a 
chief medical consultant), who 
she feels under-estimates the 
extent of her disability. 

“Td have probably been 
stroppy whatever I had,” she 
says. “But disability is a 
weapon that’s all too easy to 
use against you.” 

The fighting is not over yet: 
“There are people in my life 
who have been able to fulfil 
whatever personal, vindicative 
ends they wanted because I 
have an extra mark against me 
- my disability. There comes a 
point where to get on with the 
future you need a reckoning 
with the past. 

“People find it 
uncomfortable that I get 
obnoxious and stroppy about 
things, but in a way that is 
what has kept me going.” 

Alison Rowat 


j 
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Life in the human zoo 


‘Mary Baker’s autobiography reveals what it was like to be disabled 
‘and motherless in the '20s and '30s. Here is a taste of her book. 


I was born on 26 July 1922 at 
Manor Farm, Woodlands, 
Dorset where my father, 
‘Martin Cutler, worked...ours 
‘was a tied cottage. 

When my mother was 
expecting me she fell and I 
was born with a dislocated hip. 
‘If a baby was born with a 
dislocated hip today the 
‘doctors would set it 
immediately, but years ago 
they never had the facilities... 

I can remember, as a child, 
my first years at home, 
dragging myself along the floor 
because I couldn’t walk. As a 
tot I went up and down the 
stairs at home on my bottom. 

I was due to start school 
when I was four, but the 
doctor who came to 
Woodlands School, when he 
examined me, advised my 


oe 


The matron, Miss Rimmer: 
"she was a big, strong 
person...we were ruled with 
‘an iron rod." 


mother that I needed an 
operation to enable me to 
walk. The same doctor 
mistakenly thought I was also 
mentally-handicapped... I had 
to go to Boscombe Hospital 
...this was my first realisation 
of the harshness of life... 

I think I gained a lot of 
patience by spending so much 
time in hospital. They put a 
bone in my left leg to try and 
remedy my hip problem. But 
the leg remained shorter than 
my right one by about three 
inches. So I had to have a shoe 
built up... came out of 
hospital when I was nine. 
(Mary’s mother died two years 
later.) 

A lady came to our cottage. 
She was a welfare officer and 
she explained to my father that 
the three youngest children 
and myself would be taken 
into care. It wasn’t considered 
right for a man to bring up 


young children and, of course, 
he was disabled in a way with 
his bad arm...We said 
“Goodbye” to dad. That 
turned out to be the last time I 
would see my father until I 
was 17... 

(Mary and her brothers were 
shunted from one Dorset 
workhouse to another until she 


"| wasn't the only one 


desperately in need of 
affection. All the girls 


were in the same boat" 


went to Halliwick School for 
Disabled Girls in north London. 
Feeling lost and frightened, de- 
liced, scrubbed and with nothing 
of her old life except her watch, 
she was taken to tea.) 
When the nurse and I entered 
the dining room I saw a sight I 
shall never forget. All the girls 
were disabled and some were 
also mentally-handicapped. It 
shook me when I saw them. 
Yes, I was disabled myself, but 
I hadn’t realised that there 
were so many others like me. 
Some were worse than me. It 
was like a human zoo... The 
matron loudly announced: 
“This is a new girl. In future 
she will be known as Mary 
Cutler, number 29.” 
(Mary learned to cope with the 
repressive routine. She did well 
in class and enjoyed amateur 
dramatics. ) 

One year we did Florence 
Nightingale and I played the 


THE 


lead role in that. Another time 
we did Francis of Assisi and I 
played the part of St Francis. 
...[t’s funny, when you are 
disabled you are nervous of 
meeting people, you are 
worried about your 
appearance. But when you’re 
playing a part in a play you are 
not so conscious of how you 
look because you are not 
yourself... 

(She taught herself shorthand 
and took notes of the vicar's 
sermons which helped her friends 
with matron's questions later.) 

This made me very popular 
with the other girls. It made 
me feel wanted and it certainly 
helped me through what was, 
for the most part, a lonely 
existence... I wasn’t the only 
one desperately in need of 
affection. All the girls were in 
the same boat. 

(Ofien hungry, the girls stole 
bread and dripping - Mary being 
thin was the one to get through 
the kitchen window and pass out 
the food - or they risked visiting 
the orchard.) _ 

Despite my disability I was 
quite nimble and so were some 
of the others. One girl had a 
wooden leg which was hollow. 
We used to fill it up with 
apples and put her leg back 
on. And we’d push a few 
apples inside our knickers. 
Then we’d go back to the 
playroom, where hardly any of 
the staff came, and we'd have 
a feast. 

(Mary decided to be a nursery 
nurse, and after gaining 


POWELL 


See 


Supplied in kit form and canbe @ 
simply fitted in 10 minutes 

converting your manual wheel 
chair to power with.... 


@ Left or right-hand steering 
and power controls. 


Attendant or occupier 


power control. 


@ 4-6 mile range. 


24 amp hr - 12v battery. 


Automatic battery charger. 


Wicisure 


we 
Ph 
we. 


facility. 


cut-out. 


N 


DON'T PUSH IT 


Forward and reverse 


Transmission braking. 
Battery state indicator. 


Battery overload safety 


Manual clutch release. 


Assembled or dismantled 
within 1 minute. 


Automatic half speed 
reduction when in reverse. 


Variable speed control. 


This product is not manufactured by the Powell Seat Company of Derby. 
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experience with the younger 
children, she was taken on to 
the school staff: ) 

My first pay packet was 10 
shillings a month and that 
was money then. When I 
took on the nursing, life with 
matron became a different 
kettle of fish. I had privileges 
and I took my meals with 
the staff. 

(She passed the exams to be a 
nursery nurse and took various 
jobs, winding up at a children’s 
home in Poole. She met 
Sidney Thorn-Baker. ) 

Sid was a rock to me. My 
life began when I met and 
married him...Because of my 
disability I didn’t think.P'd 
ever get married and I 
certainly didn’t think I 
would have children.. (She 
had three and later fostered 
nearly 50 babies for the 


"The happiest years of my life":Mary and Sid Baker in 1987 


council. ) 

I was always conscious of 
my disablement. Sid used to 
say to me: “Don’t take any 


- notice of anyone, you’re as 


good as them.” He helped 
me... 

I would have had an entirely 
different life if my mother. had 
lived... think I would have 
been more of a mouse if I had 
stayed in the country. I was 
timid. My parents would have 
sheltered me because I was a 
cripple... wouldn’t have 
experienced the outside world. 
I wouldn’t have stood up for 
my rights. I can now. I have 
to. 


With All Hopes Dashed in the 
Human Zoo, paperback £6.50, 
from bookshops or direct from 
Danny Howell Books, 57 The 
Dene, Warminster, BAI2 YER. 


The “ Ase Powell Independent” 
Wheel Chair Conversion Unit at £699.00 
Delivered free of charge in the British Isles. 


For more information and telephone : 
order service, ring on our freephone link 


line 0800-262-503 or complete the 


W S Leisure 


coupon below and send to 


Roundwood Drive, Sherdley Park Industrial Estate, 


Name 


St. Helens, Merseyside WAQ 5JD. 


Name and address (in block letters please) 


Address 


Postcode 


Tel: 


DN5/91 
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Helping your child to make the grade 


Mike Davies reports on the latest resources for pupils with special needs 


The National Curriculum is 
good news for special needs 
children because, probably for 
the first time ever, standards 
are being set for children in 


special education to strive 
towards, whether they are 
physically disabled or have 


some learning difficulty. 

On display at the Education 
Show in London in March 
there were many ideas, 
resources and equipment to 
help overcome the difficulties 
some children may have in try- 
ing to reach these standards. 

In Edudu's “Learning 
Maths can be Fun!” there are 
11 board games, each centred 
on a story, which use maths 
equipment found in many pri- 
mary schools (cubes, sticks, 
squares and cubes representing 
units, tens, hundreds and thou- 
sands). While playing the game 
children learn in a very natural 
way how to add and subtract. 
Ages 6-10. £55 (price does not 
include cubes, sticks etc). 
Margo Fourman, Edudu, tel: 
(0484) 843741. 

Teachers will be familiar 


with the idea of the Talk ’N 


Teach Audio/Visual Card 
Reader from CTI. 
Like other models, it com- 


bines sound and pictures to 
teach reading - but this unit is 
half the price of the nearest 
competitor. It can be used with 
headphones, which is particu- 
larly useful for children who 
have a mild hearing impair- 
ment or difficulties concentrat- 
ing. Primary school ages. £44 


CTI tel: (0372) 


(ex VAT). 
372689. 
Do you remember how you 
could never draw a circle at 
school because the point of the 


practical assignments, _ tasks, 
and externally set multiple 
choice question papers. 

It is suitable for 4th and 5th 
year students and is approved 


Talk 'N Teach: ae RiNeS sonitds and pictures 


compass used to slip or the 
screw at the top was too loose? 
Helix Ltd have come up with 
a unique new design of beam 
compass in their Discovery 
Maths Set which they claim 
allows “younger, less agile fin- 
gers to draw circles with ease”. 
Ages 7-11. £5-6 from leading 
stationers or tel: (0384) 424441. 

Students with cerebral palsy 
attending mainstream school 
may have difficulties with the 
more abstract, diagrammatic 
aspects of GCSE mathematics. 

The City and Guilds Mathe- 
matics Scheme (352) is a prac- 
tically based course’ with 


by the School Examinations 
and Assessment Council. 

This is not a home corre- 
spondence course - it has to be 
done through a school, college 
or other centre recognised by 
the City and Guilds Institute. 

If you think it might be suit- 
able for your child, ask his or 
her school about it or contact 
the City and Guilds Institute, 
tel: 071-278 2468. 

Parents and children might 
find some answers to _ the 
perennial question “What are 
you going to do when you leave 
school?” in the Careers and 
Occupational Information 


Mobility Matters... 


‘Heavy on style - light on weight 
e Lightweight - incorporating all the robust 
features of heavier models but cleverly 
designed to take the strain out of lifting and 
handling. © Spacesaving - with a folding 
frame and quick release wheels, it dismantles 
in seconds. ¢ Ergonomic modern styling, 
available in a range of bright and vibrant 
colours. 


GO-CHAIR® 


‘These chairs are made for walking’ 


¢ Unique - unlike any other product - not a wheelchair. ¢ Therapeutic 
effect - saves countless hours of formal therapy. Promotes almost 
effortless walking - safe exercise and independence. ® Incredibly stable, 
comfortable and durable. ¢ Successfully proven throughout Canada and 
North America. © Models for adults and children. 


‘Growing straight - staying straight 
¢ Controller chairs - individually made to 
ensure correct posture control and maximum 
comfort. © Soft practical fabrics (machine 
washable and fire retardent). © Suitable for 
anyone, any age and almost any disability. 
¢ Appealing conventional style. 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


PLEASE TICK APPROPRIATE BOX TO INDICATE THE REQUIRED PRODUCT INFORMATION:- 


Le Chair & 
Please send to:- 


Shanning Mobility Systems Limited, 32-34 College Street, Kempston, Beds. MK42 8LU. 


Spa Collection fe) 


Telephone: 0234 269220 Facsimile: 0234 269223 
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Centre’s special needs publica- 
tions. 

Although designed for school 
career services, books and 
materials can be bought at 
careers offices or by mail order. 

Some useful titles are: Work- 
ing on Number/Working on 
Reading/ Working on Writing. 
£9.50 each. Skills for school 
leavers with learning difficulties. 
£10.45. Look at Work. £29.50. 
Whitbread Initiative - Options 


for Special Needs. £18. 


Or, going the software route, 
you could try BBC Computer 
Software’s Going Solo - Budget- 
ing. £17.50. In the IBM com- 
patible range there is Read ’n 
Roll, Word Attack Plus, Spell it 


¢ Fastbacks: 16 titles including 
horror, mystery, romance, 
crime and detection. Interest 
level 9-16/reading level 9. 
£6.50 for a set of four. 
¢ Talespinners: eight new titles 
including _historical novels, 
westerns, science fiction, mys- 
teries, adventures, murder and 
kidnap. Interest level 10 
plus/reading level 9-10. Com- 
plete set £21: £2.95 each if 
ordered through a bookshop. 
¢ Five Minute Thrillers: 16 titles 
of “pocket-sized” _ thrillers. 
Interest level 9-16/reading 
level 7-8. £8.95 for a set of 
eight LDA, tel: (0945) 63441. 
Spelling remains a worry for 
many - parents. Among 
many books on spelling avail- 
able, those by Charles Cripps 
are particularly recommended 
for putting the issue into per- 
spective. Titles include: Joining 


the . 


Plus or Math Blaster Mystery 
(IBM compatible). £34.75 plus 
VAT each. 

To order COIC materials in 
England and Wales tel: (0742) 
594563/4/9. In Scotland, tel: 
031-334 9821 ext 373. 

Question: What books do 
you give an adolescent with 
reading difficulties? Answer: 
stories with easier words that 
are appropriate to their age and 
maturity. It's not a new idea 
but many parents will be 
unaware of such books. 

Learning Development 
Aids (LDA) has brought out 
new editions to its existing 
series of readers. Other compa- 
nies produce similar books. Ask 
your local library or your 
school for details. Do remem- 
ber - let your son or daughter 
choose what they want to read, 
not what you think they'll like! 

The teenage LDA titles for 
adolescents with a learning dif- 
ficulty include: 


AUTSY OMAT ICAL. In 


eNo need for 
unhygienic paper. 

e Saves valuable 
nursing time. 


e Thousands in daily use 
in U.K. and Europe. 


e Proved in operation 
over 25 years. 


eldeal for installation in 
hospitals, institutions 
and private homes. 


eSpecial maternity 
model available. 


Helix maths set in action 


the ABC (ages 5-11) £10.95. A 
Hand for Spelling Dictionary 
(ages 7 -11) £12.95; A Hand for 
Spelling Teaching Resource Pack 
(ages 5-11) teaches handwriting 
and spelling together £54.95 - 
photocopiable materials; A 
Hand for Spelling Activity Book 
(ages 5-7). £16.95. 


Mike Davies is senior educational 
psychologist and acting head of 
the assessment centre at The 
Spastics Society. 


Clos-O-Mat offers automatic flushing, washing with 
warm water and gentle drying with hot air - all in one 
simple push-button operation. 


It eliminates the need for nursing assistance and restores 
privacy and dignity to those unable to manually 
cleanse themselves. 


=closomat= | 


Reply to Dept. DA, TOTAL HYGIENE LIMITED, 
Hygiene House, 2 Newton Street, 
STRETFORD, Manchester M32 8LG. 

Tel: 061-866 8080 Fax: 061-866 8233 
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Giddy 
up 
doggie! 


Create-a-caption-time 


Here are two 
women brushing 
up on self- 


‘This time of defence ata 

year is lovely, 2 4 

‘with all the Birmingham fes- 
promise of f 

ee tival for women 


come. At times, 
I crave taking 

Trixie our 
Airedale for a run. A 100 
yards walk is my limit, but I 
do have an electric wheelchair. 
Such was my longing last 
summer, I decided to do 
something about it ... 

I drove the buggy through 
the gate which leads on to 
open ground and parked. 
Coming back for Trixie, my 
legs were like jelly and I was 
trembling. Those of you who 
remember Trixie (DN, Dec), 
know that she is one of life’s 
brawlers. An endearing dog, 
but on meeting a fellow canine 
she has to give a growl or two. 

Armed with a pocketful of 
broken biscuits to tempt her 
back from any delicate 
situation, we were ready. I tied 
the end of her extension lead 
to a handle bar and released 
her to a cry of “Mush mush!” 

Trixie turned round once, 
then bounded off. It was 
fantastic. I went flat out, 
feeling like Boadicea in full 
flight. This was it - freedom. 
We covered about 200 yards. I 
wanted to go on for ever. I 
was laughing out loud with the 
exhilaration. What could 
possibly go wrong? 

_ Just then, Trixie decided to 
double back. Instead of 
keeping a straight line, she 
started side-stepping and 
circling the buggy. I coaxed 
her with a biscuit, uttered 
some “good girl, good girls”, 
and gave her lots of reassuring 
cuddles. I headed for home. 

Trixie insisted on her 
convoluted line of travel. I was 
terrified of running into her, 
so I kept jerking on the brakes. 
Within a couple of minutes, 
Trixie had wound the lead 
round her legs so many times 
she ended on the ground like 


with disabilities. 
Or are they? 
Tell us what 
they're saying 
(and what the 
fight's about) 
and we might 
Slap a fiver on 
you. Answers 
please by 10 
May, address 
page 28. 


DN's crossword 


Answers page 27 


..-NEWS QUIZ... NEWS QUIZ ...NEWS QUIZ... NEWS QUIZ... 


1 What did teachers threaten 
to boycott? 

2 Why did Nigel’ Lawson 
criticise the Prime Minister? 
3 Which football star was 
suspended for taking cocaine? 
4 Which British businessman 


was released from an Iranian 
jail after five years? 

5 Which country’s president 
lost his seat in an election? 

6 How much did VAT rise? 
7 What took seven Oscars? 
8 Which ex-sports presenter 


made predictions about 
countries being destroyed? 

9 Who caused a stir with her 
new haircut? 

10 How much are disabled 
people paying for directory 
enquiries? 


Caption winner 
for April 


Thanks again for all your 
entries. The April fiver 
goes to P Davies of South 
Glamorgan. Fergie is 
saying: “Now next week, 
we'll do it with snow and a 
pair of skis!” 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


UNA 
ANIM 4) 
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The angar Freestyle 


An elevating powered chair combining the Badger 


an oven-ready chicken. ACROSS DOWN 
‘Using my elbow crutch and 1 Money from the State - 1 Written language of blind 
biscuits, I got her untangled. good thing? (7) : people (7) 
We plodded on with Trixie on 5 Walk - perhaps with a 2 Poor (5) 
a shortened lead. No need to star (4) 3 Ruffle (5) 
8 Person from the States (8) 4 Taken from one place and 


panic, the gate was in sight. 9 Closed (4) 


put in another - it 


With perfect timing, 
Samson, a fellow terrier, made 


10 Person who supports the 


happens to hearts and 


3 State (8) flowers (12) 
a aes: He a ee ady 13 Graceful (6) 6 They grow green (6) 
or anything - so was Trixie. 16 Go in (5) 7 County - garden of 


She lunged - the buggy swung 
from side to side. Fortunately, 
Samson’s owners dragged him 
away. Trixie and I made it 
home. Never had my bed 
looked so inviting. 

Now I stand at the gate and 
wonder what adventures lie 


ahead this summer. 
Barbara Buist 


17 Man’s name (3) 
18 A deaf person may do 
this (4) 

20 Ceremony to get into a 
club - sounds rude (8,2) 
21 Aggressive bird - sounds 

sharp (4) 
22 Dissolve (4) 
23 Tied up (7) 
24 Smooth material (4) 


England (4) 
11 Grave sea (anag.) 
12 — the line (3) 
14 Will not give in (7) 
15 Scandinavian country (7) 
19 Usually black or blue (3) 
20 Cult (4) 


For further details CONTACT: Mangar Aids Ltd., 
Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 


Tel: No. 0544 267674 


Fax: 0544 260287 
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The Children’s Liver Dis- 
ease Foundation is collecting 
old style five pences. Send 
your well wrapped coins to 
The Children’s Liver Disease 
Foundation, 4042 Stoke Road, 
Guildford, Surrey GU1 4HS. 


A video from the charity 
Arthritis Care shows what it 
can do for people with arthri- 
tis. £10 from Arthritis Care, 5 
Grosvenor Crescent, London 


SW1X 7ER. 


The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind has launched a 
teacher’s pack, children’s 
pack and a video to help 
schools eliminate prejudice 
against visually impaired peo- 
ple. For details on buying the 
packs contact RNIB Customer 
Services, tel: (0345) 023153. 


Take Care: A Practical Guide 
for Carers in Northern Ireland 
is a new publication from the 
Northern Ireland Council on 
Disability. Send £3.95 to the 
Information Unit, NICD, 2 
Annadale Avenue, Belfast BT7 
3JR, tel: (0232) 491011. 


Muscle Power is a newsletter 
produced by people with Neu- 
romuscular Impairments 
(NMI). Available from Muscle 
Power, 16 Barcheston Close, 
Oakwood, Derby DE2 2QG. 


Five titles have been added to 
the Coloplast Foundation’s 
Finding Out series of infor- 
mation booklets on inconti- 
nence. Free from ‘The 
Coloplast Foundation, FREE- 
POST, Peterborough Business 
Park, PE2 , tel: (0800) 622124. 


A community dental ser- 
vice offering free home visits 
to carers and disabled people is 
available from many health 


centres. Details from Michael 
Silver, _ tel: 
(evenings). 


081-455 9621 


The National Asthma Cam- 
paign and the National Eczema 
Society are running adven- 
ture holidays, with medical 
supervision, for young people 
with asthma or eczema this 
summer. Send an SAE for 
details to Richard Hough, Joint 
Holiday Project, PO Box 726, 
London SW12 8DD. 


A new disability magazine, 
Link, costs £19 a year on sub- 
scription or £1.40 a copy from 
newsagents. Tel: 071-388 3171. 


Hounslow are offering grants 
to non-profit making sporting 
organisations in the borough. 
Further information from 
Cashain David, recreation offi- 
cer, tel: 081-862 5867. 


MOBILITY VEHICLE SEARCH 


“The Best Way to Buy or Sell Your Vehicle” 


From a Mini Bus to a Metro, a Batricar to a Wheelchair, specially 
adapted or otherwise. Mobility Vehicle Search can help you to buy 
or sell your vehicle at the right price. 


JS. SAVE ££££s 


Sell privately through us, eliminate vehicle dealer profits 
and obtain the best possible price for your vehicle. 


wi ONCE ONLY PAYMENT 


For a single inexpensive fee we will advertise your 
vehicle nationwide until sold! Once registered your 
vehicle details are retained for 30 Days, and can be 


extended free of charge. 


FREE HELP AND ADVICE 

Mobility Vehicle Search is run exclusively for disabled 
people, by disabled people who are always pleased to 
offer help and advice. We can help value your vehicle, 
and assist with the wording of your advertisement to 


obtain the best results. 


FREE BUYERS SEVICE 


Call us on 081-207 0405 and tell us what you are looking 
for and we will match your requirements on our computer 


free of charge. 


A 1 DAY SERVICE 


Whether buying or selling, Mobility Vehicle Search is at 
your service 7 days a week: 


Mon-Fri 10am-8pm. Sat & Sun 10am-2pm 


GALL US NOW: 081 - 207 0405 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO: 
Mobility Vehicle Search, Freepost 474 
Borehamwood, Hertfordshire WD6 2FP 
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MS and Community Services 
is a new guide to statutory ser- 
vices from Action & Research 
for Multiple Sclerosis. £2 from 
ARMS, 4a Chapel Hill, 
Stanstead, Essex CM24, tel: 
(0279) 815553. 


A free Department of Social 
Security telephone advice 
line now offers advice in 
Welsh. Tel: (0800) 289011. 
This service is already available 
in English, tel: (0800) 666555, 
Punjabi (0800) 521360 and 
Urdu (0800) 289188. The DSS 
also runs a free benefit enquiry 
line in English for people with 
disabilities, tel: (0800) 181794. 


The National Trust’s booklet, 
Information for Visitors with 
Disabilities 1991 was launch- 
ed in March at Stowe Land- 
scape Gardens where free 
batricars are available for 
hire. (see above). Booklet free, 
with an SAE, from Valerie 
Wenham, The National Trust, 
36 Queen Anne’s Gate, Lon- 


GLAD 


Maybe it's because you're a 
disabled Londoner ... 


That you need to stay in touch with 
disability issues in the capital with London 
Disability News' distinctive blend of 
features and a lively, hard-hitting round up 
of current disability affairs. 


London Disability News is the monthly 
newsletter of the Greater London 
Association of Disabled People, GLAD. 


Read London Disability News for the latest 
disability news. 


For a free trial copy in print or on tape 
contact Vilma Jones, GLAD, 336 Brixton 
Road, London SW9 7AA. 
Telephone/Minicom 071-274 0107. 


WHAT'S ON : 
SS a 
National Conference on Conductive Education, 10-12 May at | 


St Martin’s College in Lancaster. Contact: David Branch, tel: 
(0524) 63446. 


i 


Special Weekend for Disabled People at The Museum of | 
Transport in Manchester. 11-12 May. More information from | 
Steve Lord, tel: 061-205 2122. , 
Aspects of Dance at the Hackney Empire. 12 May. Tickets a 
£14.50 in aid of SOS (Stars Organisation for Spastics) and Impe- 
rial Cancer Research Fund. Tel: 081-985 2424. 


Sn 


400 mile Sponsored Horse Ride (North Wales to Southampton). | 
12-30 May. Entry and sponsor forms from June Lawrie, Hall Cot- | 
tage, Holme Pierrepont, Nottingham NG12, tel: (0602) 334760. 


Employment Seminar. 17-18 May. £85. Contact Excel for book- : 
ing arrangements, tel: 081-348 8141. ; 


Seminar on Muscular Dystrophy. 21 May at Disabled Living | 
Services in Manchester. £35. Contact Brenda Dickinson, tel: 061- | 
832 3678. 


Opportunities ’91, an employment exhibition, 21-22 May at | 
Chester Northgate Arena. Details: Ian Lawence, tel: (0244) 603345. 


Chelsea Flower Show. 21-24 May, includes Help the Aged gar- | 
den and an advice centre for disabled gardeners. Information from | 
Tim Spurgeon, Horticultural Therapy, tel: (0373) 64782. 


Disability Management at Work, 4-5 June at City University in 
London. £255. For details tel: 071-253 4399. 


Weymouth Watersports ’91. 10-21 June. Try out watersports for | 
free. Further details from Mr Boggins, tel: (0305) 760583/782617. 


Festival of Sport, 14-15 June at Ponds Forge International Sports | 
Centre in Sheffield. For details tel: (0602) 692314. 


Gentle Teaching Workshops, a practical and holistic way of 
dealing with challenging behaviour. 17-20 and 25-28 June at | 
Harperbury Hospital St. Albans. £253. Tel: 081-390 9393. 


Castle Priory 
Coping With Staff Stress in the Residential Situation. £175. 28- 


31 May. / 
Non residence charges from Castle Priory College, Thames Street, | 
Wallingford, Oxon OX10 OHE (enclose SAE), tel: (0491) 37551. © 


Te rc ya 
Maguire} 
(left) has been | 
appointed 
director of 
care at the 
Leonard 
Cheshire Foundation. 

Adam Gaines is the Royal — 
National Institute for the 
Deaf’s new head of campaigns 
and public relations. Karl Hol- 
weger former head of market- 
ing at Shelter is now RNID's 
director of public affairs. 

Kishor Patel is the new 
ethnic minorities development 
officer at the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind and 
Sean Thompson has _ been 
appointed Employment Ser- © 
vices Manager. 

Howard Mathews is the © 
new director of employment at 
Action for Blind People (for- 
merly The London Association 
for the Blind). 

Gwyneth Lamb is the team 
development worker for Equal — 
Arts, Northern Shape in North .- 
Tyneside. 

Owen Ingram is the new | 
chief executive at The Rich- 
mond Fellowship for Commu- 
nity Mental Health. 
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The Federation of Handi- 
capped Organisations of 
Limburg, the umbrella group 
for organisations working with 
young disabled people in Lim- 
burg in the Netherlands, 1s 
looking for a partner organisa- 
tion working with 15-25 year 
olds in the UK. Contact Carla 
yan Otterdijk, Stichting Cul- 
turele Ontmoetingen, 
‘Spoorstraat 41, 5931 PS Tege- 
‘len, tel: (010 31 77) 735533. 


‘The Junior British Blind 
Sport Judo organisation 1s 
looking for visually impaired 
members aged 8 to 16. Fur- 
ther details from Simon 


Shorrick, tel: (0222) 619649. 


‘Do you have difficulty 
-using the seats on public 
‘transport? Attracta Durkin, a 
student doing research, would 
‘like to hear from people who 


‘find it hard to maintain an 


upright sitting position. Write 
‘to her c/o Brian Boothby, 
Dept of Design for Disability, 
| London College of Furniture, 
- 41-71 Commercial Road, Lon- 
( don El 1LA. 


‘Double disadvantage for 
black people with disabilities. 
Nasa Begum is _ gathering 
details of institutionalised dis- 
crimination, provision of ser- 
vices and racism _ generally. 


Contact her at the Race Rela- 
tions Unit, Town Hall, Forest 
Road, London E17, tel: 081- 
527 5544 ext 4823. 


Richard Perrott from the Dis- 
abled Advice Service is compil- 
ing a list of all meetings on 
disability and employment 
in the London area. Send 
details to him at the Disability 
Unit, London Borough of 
Hackney, Town Hall, Mare 
Street, London E8. 


The Haringey Disabilities Con- 
sortium is setting up a Dis- 
abilities Resource Centre 
and would like advice on man- 
aging, staffing, funding or run- 
ning such a centre. Contact 
Tony Sabey, HDC, Tottenham 
Town Hall, Town Hall 
Approach Road, London N15 
4RY, tel: 081-801 5757. 


Suzanne Jones, Development 
and Research Officer with The 
Spastics Society’s midland 
region, wants to hear from any- 
one interested in setting up 
local groups, or giving advice 
on cerebral palsy. Contact her 
at Oaks Business Park, Red- 
ditch, Worcestershire, _ tel: 
(0527) 550909. 


The London Rape Crisis 
Centre needs Volunteer 
Women Counsellors for their 
24 Hour Crisis Line and peo- 
ple with time to do other jobs 
at the centre. Training will be 
provided. Applications by 


writing /tape/phone. Contact 
LRCC, PO Box 69, London 
WCI1X 9NJ, tel: 071-278 3956. 


The Maternity Alliance is 
arranging a survey of support 
for parents with disabilities, 
for parents who have had chil- 
dren in the last two years. Con- 
tact Ann Truesdale, Maternity 
Alliance, 15 Britannia Street, 
London WC1X, tel: 071-837 
1265. 


A group of physically disabled 
people and professionals in 
Gloucestershire are researching 
accessible sexual coun- 
selling, education and general 
family planning - services for 
disabled people and the train- 
ing needs of staff. If you know 
of any similar work contact Sue 
Porter, Community Care 
Organiser, Disability Services, 
Gloucester Health Authority, 
Cashes Green Hospital, Nr 
Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 
4RB, tel: (0453) 764018. 


Alan Roulstone, an academic 
researcher, at the Open Uni- 
versity is looking at disabled 
workers’ experiences of new 
technology at work. If you 
feel that technology has been 
significant in shaping your 
employment experiences call 


him on (0235) 527855. 


Excel Employment is compil- 
ing a report on Day Services 
for people with disabilities. 
Please send your comments, 


experiences and opinions to 
Excel Employment, 2 High 
Street, Hornsey, London N8 
7PD, tel: 081-348 8141. 


Robert Dando is researching 
the possible abuse of psychi- 


atry for a tv programme. He 
wants to hear about people who 
have been discredited as being 
mentally ill for political rea- 
sons. Contact him at Flat 18, 
Bruce House, 195 Preston Hill, 
Harrow, Middx HA3 9UN, tel: 


24 HOUR COMFORT 
AT THE TOUCH 
OF A 


struggling to get 

in or out of your 
chair with the Easy Riser 
recliner, A touch of a button 

will gently lift you up, sit you 


down or relax 
BY NIGHT 


you fully 
Long sleepless nights could 
be a thing of the past with a 
Beautyrest Adjustable Bed 
with built-in massage. 
Comfort arthritis, rheumatic 
and muscular problems. 
Watch TV, breakfast in bed or 
read. Gives you total support 
with its hundreds of positions. 


ARTHRITIS ¢ BACK PAIN e RHEUMATIC PAIN 
HEART OR RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS 
HIATUS HERNIA e MOBILITY AND CIRCULATION 
PROBLEMS e SCIATICA ¢ EMPHYSEMA 


——— 
STAND UP, SIT DOWN 
RECLINE, RELAX 


LONDON & SOUTH 


TEL 
081-742 2181 


MIDLANDS & NORTH 


TEL 
0933 679426 


FOR FREE 
HOME TRIAL 
DETAILS 


SEND 
FREEPOST 
TODAY ———s 
POSTCODE aaa as 


PLEASE SEND DETAILS OF BED(_] CHAIR L KEEP/apie 


SEND TO KEEP ABLE, FREEPOST, WELLINGBOROUGH NN8 3BR 


NISSAN 


Customised 
mobility 
for the less 
mobile 


Introducing the VERSA, A vehicle designed 
specifically with the less mobile in mind. 
With built-in versatility, the VERSA offers 

a variety of features designed to cater for 
very special needs. 

By using different combinations of seating 
arrangements, up to four able-bodied 
passengers may be easily accommodated 
together with two wheelchair-bound 
passengers. Alternatively, up to five able- 
bodied passengers may be seated with a 
single wheelchair-bound passenger. 


UNIQUE TO 


CARP CEIMTRE &T0. 
TEL: 051-420-2000 


Disability Now May 1991 


* PETROL 


* DIESEL 


£9495 


PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY, NUMBER PLATES AND 
ASSUMES EXEMPTION FROM ROAD FUND LICENCE 


All conversions subject to Appendix B of Relief Form 
VAT and Car Tax as amended in the 1983 Acts. 


CONTACT HOWARD SAMUELS 
OR JOHN LEACH 


*VERSAK 


EXTRAS PACK 
2 x SUNROOFS 
STEREO /RADIO CASSETTE 
WITH 4 SPEAKERS 
3 YEAR WARRANTY 
3 YEAR FULL R.A.C. COVER 


£795 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
£300 
ELECTRIC TAIL LIFT 
£1200 


ALL ASPECTS OF MOTABILITY 
CATERED FOR WITH PLEASURE 


24 CLASSIFIED 
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SEND US YOUR SMALLS ... 

... and make a big impression. Small ads in DN 
reach over 80,000 people for just £3 a line (mini- 
mum £9). Please don't send money with your ad 


we will invoice you after it goes in. You can write 
in with your ad (address on page 28) or telephone 
Catherine Holloway on 071-636 5020 ext 227. 


FOR SALE 


GREENFORD, olde worlde detached 3 
bed bungalow. Beams, leaded lights, fit- 
ted kitchen, luxury bathroom. Level site. 
Ideal wheelchair _ user. £129,000 
(reduced). Tel: Carter (0895) 35831. 


VESSA VITESSE electric wheelchair. 
Very good condition. 5 yrs old. New 
batteries, only £600. Tel: (0793) 695383. 


SPRITE MAJOR CARAVAN, wide 
doorway and ramps for wheelchair. 
1985, excellent condition, fridge, heater, 
stereo cassetter radio, spare wheel plus 
normal accessories. £2,500, tel:(0279) 
653926. 


SWAP: MY CARTER’S commodore 
powered chair, unfoldable expensive 
model, 1.5 years old, excellent condition, 
30 miles range. For a less expensive 
foldable model and a cash adjustment. 
Tel: (0325) 283343 (County Durham). 


3-4 BED detached house, adapted for 
wheelchair. Purpose-built bathroom and 
2 electric hoists. Offerton, Stockport, 
Cheshire. Value £125,000. Tel: 061-483 
1396. 


BOOSTER 8 MPH Trophy Scooter 
with kerb smoother solid wheels. 11 
months old. Price new £2,176. Sell for 
£1,300. Buyer must collect. Tel; 071- 
373 0085. 


CRUSADER POWERED wheelchair. 
As brand new, never been used. 2 years 
old. £1,250 or nearest offer. Tel: 051- 
928 6064. 


ELECTRIC MOBILITY Rascal 230 
scoooter with baskets and foam filled 
tyres. Only 9 months old, hardly been 
used. Cost £1,770, will accept £1,000. 
Tel: Mrs P Smith, Bath: (0225) 832288. 


ELSWICK ENVOY D reg. Remote 
control, rear door and ramp, two way 
joystick, (steering developments), light to 
touch hand accelerator and brake, electri 
hand break and windows, excellent con- 
dition. £11,000 ono.Tel: 071-278 9071. 


DUDLEY POWERPLUS wheelchair, 
with kerb roller, new batteries and 
charger. Fitted attendant control option. 
Excellent condition. Very little used. 
£700 ono. Tel: (0702) 331186. 


4 WHEELED battery Safari car 
(enclosed from the wind and rain!) 4 or 8 
mph. Cost £3,800. £2,225 ono. 


CHAIRMAN ASTRA. Carries passen- 
ger in wheelchair. D reg. 39,000 miles. 
Full service record. VGC. Replacement 
cost £13,000, will accept £6,450. Tel: 
(0344) 28326. 


FOOTSTEERED FORD Escort, C reg. 
1.6 GL automatic, 58,000 miles. £2,000 
ono. Tel: (0753) 692288. 


PASSENGER DOUBLE side swivel 
seat (Elap) for a Volkswagon Polo. 1 year 
old. Cost £450. Will sell £225 ono. 
Tel: Mrs Lord (0224) 492991. 


LOVELY LITTLE Beta Scooter. Bar- 
gain £350. Tel: (0242) 513021. 


RATCLIFF wheelchair lift. Good condi- 
tions £3505 Telz (0742). 750973 
(Sheffield). 


CHAIRMAN FORD Escort Van. 2 
years old, 8,901 miles on clock VGC 
automatic rear lowering provides easy 
entry. £8,00 or nearest offer. Tel: 
(0923) 676445. 


BEC POWERED CHAIR, 40K. Blue 
upholstery. With kerb climber and bat- 
tery charger. New batteries, well main- 
tained, £800 ono. Tel: (0924) 279953. 


RAMPED FOR wheelchair in back. 
Faithfull S reg. mini, needs money spent 
on it. Would suit someone who just 
needs to travel locally. MOT for June. 
Offers. Tel: (0727) 872146. 


ONE RADIO twin cassette recorder v. 
good condition. Fit C.D. into it £35. 1 
colour tv Hitachi with remote control 
£100. Roof rack £10. Crook lock £10. 
Tel: Mr Gardiner 081-942 0322 (New 
Malden). 


CWS 


mMCOrKPpOrdaling 
parents voice 


The National magazine of MENCAP, the largest 
voluntary organisation in the UK exclusively 
concerned with people with a mental handicap 


and their families. 


@ Published monthly it provides a national forum for 


news and opinions. 


Essential reading for parents, carers and 


professionals. 


@ Only £8.00 per year including UK postage. 


For free sample copy and subscription form please 


contact: 
The Editor, Mencap News, 


123 Golden Lane, London EC1Y ORT 


Telephone 071 454 0454 


The Royal Society for Mentally 
Handicapped Children and Adults 


MENCAP 


BATRICAR, six years old. Used very 
little, batteries may need replacement. 
£500 ono. Tel: Aylesbury (0296) 433388. 


MINI CLUBMAN takes wheelchair in 
back by ramp. T&T T reg. G.C. £600. 
Adjustamatic electric double bed. Head 
or foot raised and vibrates. V.G.C. 
£500. Rifton tilt table for standing and 
exercising with table. V.G.C. £300. 
Tel: (0202) 673317 (Poole). 


BATRICAR ARIES 3 only 10 months 
old. Good as new. £3,500 new. Sell for 
£2,800. Tel: 081-531 6098. 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT invalids car 
1985. 24,000 miles on the clock. £4,000. 
Tel: 081-640 7009. 


BRAND NEW BATTERY powered. 
Power shopper scooter. £1,200 or near- 
est offer. Also new lightweight 
wheelchair. £160 or nearest offer. Tel: 
Ruabon (0978) 821396. 


CARTERS CRUISER electric 
wheelchair. Very good condition, hardly 
used. Cost £1,100 ono. Tel: (0742) 
324094. 


ASTRA MAX Chairman 1987. Genuine 
25,00 miles. 1,300 auto. 1 years MOT. 
£7,495. Tel: (03668) 223 day or (0945) 
772646 evening. 


IMTERBILITY Slide Away under floor 
ramp, suits Renault Trafic, £50. Tel: 
(0384) 273128 (Kingswinford, West Mid- 
lands). 


BEC MODEL 40 electric chair, battery 
charge, all as new. £800. Also 3 
wheeled folding walking aid. £5. Tel: 
(0908) 678259. 


E & J SAFARI Explorer. 4 wide wheels 
and spare, petrol driven. Well main- 
tained. £1,300 ono. Buyer collects. Tel: 
(0455) 552359. 


FORD ESCORT 1.3 F registration 
modified prior to registration (zero 
VAT). Attendant car chair and system 
passenger side. Original passenger seat 
and side panel included. F/F sun roof. 
Genuine bargain for quick sale. 8,500 


miles. £4,750. Tel: (0475) 84128 
(Greenock). 
VESSA TRAVVLA indoor/outdoor 


electric, hardly used, wheelchair. £1,200 
(was £1,650 new). Tel: (0376) 513694. 


HEALTH - NATURALLY 


For 13 years Ickwell Bury has 
brought peace and better health to 
thousands, FIND OUT MORE NOW. 


Yoga for Health Foundation (DN) 
Ickwell Bury, Biggleswade 
Beds SG18 9EF 
Tel: 0767 27271 


ELVA DELUXE ELECTRIC THREE WHEELER. 
WITH POWER STEERING, BATTERY CHARGER, 
WATERPROOF COVER. £500 ONO. PHONE: 
(0494) 448420. 


INTERNATIONAL HEALTH 
Don’t risk your health in 
1990's. Herbalife produces 
optimum health from nutrition 
- your health is important to 
you. Free consultation. Ann 
0323 31520. 


GBL SERVICES 
MANUAL LIGHT WEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIRS 
(New & Secondhand [All Types]) 
® Bought and Sold 
®Repairs, Services and Alterations 
Parts Supplied ... Fitting Available 
® Hiring Service Available 


Advice and Alternative Enquiries 
Welcome Contact: Jamie: 
Unit E3 & E4, Shield Business 
Centre, Shield Drive, Brentford, 
Middlesex TW8 9EX 
Tel: 081-569 8955 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
scooters, battery cars. All makes, models 
wanted and for sale. Nearly new, hardly used 
from half price. Demonstrations and collections. 
Free advice. All areas. 

Contact Mr Gibbons 
Tel: 021-357 4965 anytime 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


STANNAH’ SILVER- RAIL 
STAIRLIFT. Right hand wall - 
straight 14 steps. Immaculate 


condition. Virtually new. £800 
ono. Tel: (0733) 60376. 


LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS 
FOR SALE 

Part exchange your old heavyweight 
wheelchair for a new ultra lightweight 
model. New Quickies and Swedes 
available to order. Secondhand 
Quickies bought and sold. For further 
details contact Peter (0252) 547939, 
(0831) 467930. 


For people with disabilities and caring, 
understanding able bodied persons 
Ladies should not be shy of applying! 
All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


WANTED 


SET OF PARALLEL bars will collect 
London region. A reasonable price paid. 
Tel: 081-748 3020 ext 3429 (day), 081- 
748 1186 (evening). 


SERVICES 


us today for further information and advice 
021-366 6796 


DATES FOR THE DISABLED 
- A BETTER LIFE - 
36 Park Grove, Edgware, 
Middx. HA8 7SJ 
Tel. 081-958 1095 (5.15pm-9pm) 
081-958 9657 (4pm-9pm) 


The Disability Alliance ERA | 


is seeking a fulltime 


Sales Administrator 


to deal with the ever-growing pub- 
lishing side of our work. 


The person appointed will need to 
have had considerable experience 
of computerised sales record sys- |) 
tems and be committed to team 
work in a charity environment. You 
will be responsible for invoicing , 
credit control, banking of payments, 
petty cash and handling post and 
customer liaison. 


Applications from people with dis- 
abilities are positively welcomed. 


Salary, £14,559. Hours, 35 a week |! 
(flexitime), holidays 25 days plus }) 
bank holidays and two extra days. 


Closing date: Monday 20 
May 1991. 


For application forms and further 
details please phone 071-247 
8776 or write to Michael Daly, 
Director, Disability Alliance ERA, 
Universal House, 88-94 Wentworth 
Street, London E1 7SA. 


Disability Now is not responsible for claims 
made in the advertisements it prints and read- 
ers are advised to check claims with the adver- 
tisers before relying on them. 


EMPLOYMENT 
SEMINAR 91 


MAY 17TH & MAY 18TH 
An exciting opportunity to hear 
from three major employers, 
three successful employment 
projects working to find good 
jobs for people with disabilities 
and share your ideas, problems 
and experiences. 


WORKSHOPS: 
1. Getting through the benefit 
trap. 
2. Techniques in approaching 
employers. 
3. Marketing intelligence for 
employment workers. 
£85.00 FOR 2 DAY 
WORKSHOP. 
TEL: 081 348 8141 FOR 
BOOKING ARRANGEMENTS 


SEVERELY DISABLED? 
WANT TO CHOOSE YOUR OWN INDEPENDENT LIFESTYLE? 


CONTACT THE EXPERTS WITH MORE THAN 20 YEARS 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 


RAINBOW CARE AGENCY 


SPECIALISES IN THE PROVISION OF RELIABLE AND RESPONSIBLE CARERS 
AND SPECIAL NEEDS CARERS FOR UNDER 16's. CARE PACKAGES 
TAILORED TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 


RAINBOW CARE AGENCY IS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM HOME 


CARE ASSOCIATION. 


CONTACT JEAN NEWPORT, RAINBOW CARE AGENCY, 684 SIDCUP ROAD, 
NEW ELTHAM, LONDON SEQ 3AL TEL: 081-857 3371. 


REGISTERED EMPLOYMENT AGENCY NO SE 17724. 


International Introductions 


The dating service with the PERSONAL touch 


LONELY???? 


There's no need to be lonely any more, we at 


Intemational Introductions 
are here to help you find that special 
partner, in life. Let us help you to stop 
that routine & loneliness and give you 
someone to look forward to... 
* Australian styled Dating Agency with 11 years experience 
* Disabled Welcome. 7 days a week - 24 hour day personal service 


* A totally personal service; with no computers 


* Strictly confidential service 
* Compatible partners assured 
* An efficient friendly office 


Why not call into our office and have a coffee and let us explain 
the many more advantages by joining us at: 


Inteenational Introductions 
‘YOUR HAPPINESS IS OUR BUSINESS’ 
43 BARK STREET EAST, (Off Upper Bridge St), Bolton, 


BL1 2BQ or please phone us on: (0204) 387396 or 
396289 - NOT an answering machine. 


Low Fees 
Lifetime 
Membership 
Unlimited 
Introductions 
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PROJECTS OFFICER 


20 to 25 hours a week ( to be negotiated) 
£16,548 per annum pro rata 


KADP is in a position to expand its current workforce to include a Projects Officer to 
develop specific projects that will have direct benefits for disabled people. These will 


| | include working with groups of disabled people who wish to gain particular skills to live 


| more independently, setting up a ‘handy-person’ service, managing and expanding a 
small equipment loan service, maximising the use of KADP’s converted car and working 
On access issues. 


| We are looking to employ a disabled person with experience in the project development 

field, preferably in the voluntary sector. Excellent communication skills, self motivation, 
|] the ability to work effectively with disabled people and a keen interest in disability issues 
|| are also essential. Applications from disabled people will therefore be particularly 
welcomed. 


For further details and an application form contact KADP, 53 Canbury Park Road, 
| Kingston, Surrey KT2 6LQ, tel: 081 549 8893. 


Closing date 17 May 1991 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


PART-TIME SOCIAL WORKER 


21 hours 
£11,961-£17,271 (pro rata) 


East Adoption and Fostering Team 
If you are a Social Worker with initiative and energy, a 
commitment to team work and to being sensitive to diverse needs 
in a multi-racial community, THEN COME and join our caring and 
committed team of professional staff. 


In our wide range of tasks associated with fostering and 
adoption, we are intent on good anti-discriminatory practice and 
close relationship with the local community. We would encourage 
application from people with disabilities as we want to make a 
positive effort to deliver service to carers and children with 
disabilities. 

Informal enquiries to Lyn Unsworth on 021-377 8919. 

Application forms are available on 021-235 3793 
(021-235 3549 outside office hours) or by writing to the 
Personnel Manager, Louisa Ryland House, 44 Newhall 
Street, Birmingham B3 3PL. Please quote Ref: 91/499/l1E. 


Closing date: 17th May 1991. 


S gham City Council 
The City Council welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community irrespective of race, colour, gender, 
sexuality or disability. 
Job sharers welcome, no partner necessary. 


Bristol Council tior 
@7 Voluntary Service 


St. Paul’s Settlement, City Road, Bristol BS2 8UH 
Telephone: (0272) 423300 
BRISTOL COUNCIL FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE 
REQUIRES A 
HALF-TIME STUDENT UNIT SUPERVISOR 
17.5 HOURS PER WEEK 


Applicants should be qualified social workers or community workers with a 
minimum of two years' post-qualifying experience and have experience of 
social work student supervision and possess basic training skills. 


The successful applicant must demonstrate the ability to work with students 
in a wide variety of placements. Experience of developing links across 
statutory and voluntary agencies is preferable as is awareness of the current 
developments in social work education and training. 


The Unit is committed to anti-discriminatory practice and is actively 
implementing the agency equal opportunities policy. However, we regret that 
there is a lack of wheelchair access to the building. 


SALARY S01/SO2 (£14,160 - £16,476 PAY AWARD 1/7/91) 


Job descriptions and application forms available from the Student Unit 
Secretary, Bristol Council for Voluntary Service, St Paul's Settlement, City 
Road, BRISTOL BS2 8UH. Tel No: (0272) 423300. 


INTERVIEWS TO BE HELD ON THE 3RD JUNE 1991 


LYNEAL, ELLESMERE, Shropshire. 
Canal and canalside holidays in the heart 
of North Shropshire. Eight berth canal 
boat designed for disabled people with 
access to all parts for wheelchair users. 
Facilities include Wharfside accommoda- 
tion with sleeping for up to 16. Families 
or groups of up to 24 welcome. For 
brochure contact: Maureen Jones, The 
Pines, Bishop’s Castle SY9 5JY, tel: 
(0588) 638234. 


8 BERTH CARAVAN at Haggerston 
Castle near Berwick-on-T weed. 
Equipped for disabled, with ramp, 
shower, toilet etc. 2 separate bedrooms. 
For information ring (0670) 789616. 


HIGHLAND HOLIDAYS - RED CROSS 
HOUSE, INVERNESS, offers Respite Care 
and Activity Holidays from March to 
November to adults with disabilities - from 
16 years of age. A 24 hour Care Facility is 
provided by skilled Care Staff and 
Volunteers. Accommodation is single hotel 
standard bedrooms. Whether your 
requirements are for outdoor adventure or 
something a little quieter, why not contact 
us for details of what we have to offer? For 
further information and Holiday Brochure, 
please contact the Principal, Red Cross 
House, Mackintosh Road, Inverness IV2 
3TX or telephone (0463) 234939. 


SUNNY TENERIFE 
Fully Accessible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments - and Timeshare 
Brochure: Lynne James, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 UW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


Try a WINGED FELLOWSHIP Holiday in 
Britain or Overseas. Great fun and full 
care provided. Write for free colour 
brochure. Winged Fellowship, Angel 
House, 20/32 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9XD, tel: 071-833 2594. 


Dalesway Caravan Park 
A small privately owned caravan 
park at Gargrave near Skipton in the 
heart of the Yorkshire Dales. We 
have a 2 bedroomed Atlas Caravan 
converted for, and with easy 
access, for wheelchairs. High chair 
and orthopaedic pillow available on 
request. Nice level site. All 
caravans have shower, wc, fridge 
and colour tv. Linen included in hire 
charge. Mid-week or weekend 
bookings accepted April/May/ 
Sept/Oct. Small launderette and 
public telephone on the park. 

For brochure and price list tel: Mrs 
Shuttleworth on 0756 749592. 


“The ACCESS HOLIDAY GUIDE” 
A unique 64 page guide detailing 
access dependable “Wheelchair 
friendly”, Self-Catering Holiday 
Properties, Hotels, Guest Houses, 
Farms and Activity Holiday Centres 
for all ages. 

Well printed and in a handy Ad size, 
price £2.45 inc p&p. Send cheque 
or postal order to Access Holiday 
Guide, 7 Roundberry Drive, 
Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8LY. 


POLICY AND 
ADMIN OFFICER 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 
brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
telephone (0892) 25133. 


BREAK 


22 years of holidays 


bo 
Wl ns 22 veer 
SON HRS sot ae tra 


moet children, adults; 

individuals or groups. 
Experienced staff, full care, attractive 
programme. 


For further details phone 0263 823170 


MAR Y SOL, Los Cristianos, Tenerife. 
Wheelchair accessible apartments and 
studios to rent or buy in luxury complex. 
BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. Fully Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good health treatments. Video available. 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. Cheap flights. Sue Abbott, 123 


Details C Hodgson. Tel: (0924) 454300. Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, Staines, 
S eet oe Middx TW19 5NxX, tel: (0753) 685718. 


Artshare South West wishes 
to appoint a 


DEVELOPMENT 


adi WORKER 


To co-ordinate arts and disability initiatives throughout Dorset. 
Based in Dorchester, half-time, 2.5 days per week. 


Salary £11,241 pro rata. 


Further information and an application form may be obtained from: 
Artshare South West, Regional Office, Exeter and Devon Arts Centre, 
Gandy Street, Exeter EX4 3LS. (0392) 218923. 


Taped application form available on request. 


Closing date Friday 17th May. Interviews will take place on Friday 
24th May in Dorchester. 


Applications from disabled people will be particularly welcome. 


BRENT ADVOCACY CONSORTIUM 


Brent Advocacy Consortium is looking for a Coordinator and an Assistant 
Coordinator to fulfil its aims of promoting self-advocacy and recruiting 
volunteer advocates for the benefit of disabled people in Brent. 


SALARY £14160 + £1884 L.W. Grade SO1 Point 29. 
HOURS 35 per week. Post funded by Brent Council. 


The Coordinator reports directly to the management committee. S/he will 
have overall responsibility for managing the work and the finances of Brent 
Advocacy Consortium and supervising the work of the Assistant Coordinator. 
S/he should have experience of recruiting volunteers, organising training, 
voluntary sector management committees, keeping accounts, budgeting and 
grant applications. S/he should have a clear understanding of advocacy and 
disabled peoples rights. 


Assistant Coordinator SALARY £10197 + £1507 L.W. 

Grade Scale 6 Point 26. 

HOURS 28 per week. 
Post funded by Department of Health ‘Opportunities for Volunteering’ scheme. 
One year contract but future funding likely. 


Coordinator 


The Assistant Coordinator will report to the Coordinator. S/he will be 
responsible for recruiting and training unemployed people from the local 
community as advocates for disabled people and also for providing the 
Coordinator with administrative back up. S/he should have some experience 
of working with volunteers, administration skills and a commitment to the 
rights of disabled people. 


We are looking for disabled people only to fill these two posts. The offices of 
Brent Advocacy Consortium is in an accessible building with a hearing 
induction loop and full wheelchair access. Brent Advocacy Consortium is an 
organisation of disabled people. The local organisations represented on it 
are Brent Association for Disabled People, Brent MIND, Brent Mencap and 
Brent Age Concern. 


For more information and application forms contact: Geraldine Bolam, Brent 
Advocacy Consortium, c/o BADP, 154 Harlesden Road, NW10 3RX. Tel: 081 
459 1493. 


Closing Dates for both posts 17th May 1991. 


The main responsibilities include co- 
ordinating the work of the Section’s 
Committees, drafting reports, participating in 
research, policy analysis, conference 
organisation and administrative support to the 


HOUSING AN D We seek someone with knowledge of local 


PUBLIC WORKS 


government and the services provided, basic 
understanding of housing and public works 
issues and an interest in policy analysis. 


up to £17,000 


The Association of Metropolitan Authorities is 
an organisation that represents the interests of 
Metropolitan Authorities in England. 

Our Housing and Public Works Section deals 
with public and private sector Housing, 
Housing Finance and Benefits, Purchasing and 
Supply, Competitive Tendering and 
Construction. 


Proven administrative and organisational 
ability, good communication skills at all levels, 
a flexible approach and an appreciation of 
equal opportunities is essential. 

Black and ethnic minority people and those 
with disabilities are under-represented in this 
type of work, and applications are therefore 
welcome from these groups. 


For further information and an 
application form, write to the Secretary, 
AMA, 35 Great Smith Street, London 
SW1P 3BJ or telephone: 071 222 8100. 
Closing date for application is: 
Wednesday, 15th May, 1991. 


Association of Metropolitan Authorities 
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A PROJECT ADMINISTRATOR 

(Salary £13,125 pa, Funded for 3 years by the Urban Programme) 
is needed for this new project, set up by Action for Disability Kensington & Chelsea to 
broaden opportunities in training and leisure for younger people with disabilities (aged 16- 
40). The new worker will join two outreach workers already in post, supporting them and 
providing the first point of contact with project users. 
ADKC is an Equal Opportunities employer, and positively encourages applications from 
people with disabilities. The offices are fully accessible and finance is available for 
adaptations. 
For further information and application form contact Peri Stanley, ADKC, 19-27 Young 
Street, London, W8 5EH. Telephone 071-937 7073. Closing date for applications - 3 
June 1991. 


As peat mee wis ds 


Project Leader 


Sparky Disability Awareness Project £16,476 


Sparky works to promote disability as an equal 
opportunities issue by developing policies, strategies and 
practice procedures. The project target audiences for advocacy, 
client groups for service delivery, training and consultancy, 
which currently varies from children and families through 
practitioners to policy makers and independent agencies. 

As Project Leader you will have experience in working with 
disabled people, particularly in self advocacy/rights work and/or 
direct personal experience of disability. Experience gained 
working in a local authority department such as Social Work or 
Education will be an advantage. 

Working with a team of seven, you will be a skilled 
communicator, with the ability to plan and undertake advocacy, 
negotiate and provide consultancy and co-ordinate and develop a 
complex project working in a high profile, socially sensitive area. 
Ability to devise and deliver training programmes will be an 
advantage, as will the ability to drive. 

Job description and application form available from 


Aileen Hazlett, SCE 

6 Western Corner (Saughtonhall Drive), 

Bdinbungh EHI12 SPY. Te: 081 346 6353, ave © 
Children 


Closing date: 3rd May 1991. 
SCF aims to be an equal 
opportunities employer. 


ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 


STUDENT ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER 
- INTO WORK SCHEME 


Do you have a disability of any kind? Are you looking for a job with Kirklees Council? 


This post for a Student Environmental Health Officer is part of the Into Work Scheme, 
which means we can offer you a package of training and support to suit your needs, 
and we Can provide you with special equipment to help you do the job. For this post 
we would like only applicants who have a disability to apply. 


We want to recruit Student Environmental Health Officers who will be sponsored for 4 
years to complete a degree course. During this time you will receive periods of 
practical work experience and every effort will be made to ensure employment with us 
when you complete your degree. 


As your training progresses you will begin to develop expertise in areas of 
Environmental Health Work ie: 


* Housing 

Safety at Work 

Food Safety 

Pollution Matters 

Health and Environmental Promotion 


Students must qualify for entry to the degree course and be able to obtain an 
Education Authority Grant. We must be satisfied that you have an aptitude for the 
scientific bias of the course and you must have a good standard of literacy and 
numeracy. Typically entry requirements are at least 2 ‘A’ levels at Grade C or 
equivalent, such as a high standard of BTEC. However, as students are sponsored we 
have some flexibility to influence entry requirements. 


Application forms and further detalls for the above post may be obtained by either 
writing to Julie Crossland, Environmental Health Services, Yorkshire House, South 
Street, Dewsbury, WF13 ‘LIT, or by leaving detalls on the answerphone service (office 
hours only) on Dewsbury 465151 Ext 5381 (please give your name, address - Including 
Postcode, title of the vacancy you are Interested in and any reference number quoted). 
Completed applications should be retumed no later than 17 May 1991. 


For an informal chat about Environmental Health work, please contact Margaret 
Akeroyd on (0924) 465151 Ext 5246 or altematively for more information about Into 
Work contact Dave Anker at Worklink on (0484) 518809. 


Kirklees - Striving to achieve Equal Opportunities 
Applications from Job Sharers welcome. 


Kirklees 


ga ee re METROPOLITAN: COUNCIL 
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HOUSING & INDEPENDENT 
LIVING DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER for Asian People 
with Disabilities. 


We require a self-motivated person who 
can work on own initiatives to develop 
housing and promote and progress 
Independent Living for Asian disabled 
people. She/he will have housing 
development experience and an 
understanding of the needs of Asian 
disabled people. 

Salary up to £16,800 inc. London 
Weighting. 

Apply in writing to: 

The Secretary, APNA GHAR Housing 
Association, c/o No. 8 Lainson Street, 
London SW18 5RS. 


Closing date: 15th May 1991. 


Renew your 
subscription 


in seconds! 


You can now renew your 
Disability Now subscrip- 
tion by Access or Visa 
over the phone. Call 
Gayle Mooney or Karen 
King on 071-383 4575. 


FIND A FRIEND 


For Find A Friend ‘ads 
please send a cheque or 
postal order for £3 pay- 
able to Disability Now 
with your ad. This is to 
help cover our costs. 


30 YEAR OLD slightly autistic man, 
patient, sympathetic, intelligent, likes 
children, has a sense of humour. Seeks 
male/female any disability for compan- 
ionship. Driver preferred. Interests: avia- 
tion, photography, travel, animals. 
Swindon, Birmingham areas preferred. 
Box No. 345. 


GENTELMAN, 74 wishes to corre- 
spond with lady and exchange pho- 
tographs, view cards and tape letters. I 


have moderate leg arthritis. Box No. 
346. 


MALE, 40 partially disabled form polio, 
very mobile own car and flat, caring, lov- 
ing and humerous. I would like to meet 
a girlfriend (25 to 40), for a long term 
relationship, who is caring, sensitive and 
enjoys having fun. I am interested in 
alternative medicine, music, dining etc. 
Whoever replies must be mobile. Box 
No. 347. 


GENTLEMAN 339, ex forces disabled 
(not paralysed) but totally independent. 
Own home, car, and financial indepen- 
dance, Would like to meet disabled/able 
bodied lady, with view to long term rela- 
tionship/companionship. Leicester/East 
Midlands area preferred. Photo appreci- 
ated. Box No. 348. 


To reply to a Find-A-Friend indicate the Box 
Number and mark the envelope Private and 
Confidential. If you do not it will be opened. 
Send to Disabihty Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
London WIN 4EQ. 


Did you know that 
Disability Now is a 
non-profit making 


newspaper and wel- 
comes donations? 

If you can help, 
write to DN, 12 
Park Crescent, Lon- 
don WIN 4EQ. 


Education Department 


Adult Education Service 
CLERICAL ASSISTANT/TY PING 


(SPECIAL NEEDS SECTION) 
£4,041 — £4,217 p.a. inc. 
18 hrs. p.w. School term-time only 
Initial appointment for 1 year with continuation 


subject to funding being available 
You should have the ability to work on your own initiative and a 
sympathetic attitude to people with disabilities. A knowledge of 
sign language or Urdu would be useful, as would experience in 
Adult Education Service administration. 
Duties include typing, duplicating, banking fees and recording 
statistical information. 
Based at: Walthamstow Adult Education Centre, Greenleaf Rd. E17. 
Since people with disabilities are under-represented on the 
workforce of the Adult Education Service, applicants with a 
disability would be particularly welcome. 
Closing date: 28.5.91. Ref: G1124/DN 
> For an application form and further details apply to the 
Recruitment Team, Personnel Unit, Education Department, 
Municipal Offices, High Road, London E10 5QJ. 
Tel: 081-527 5544 ext. 5351 (9 am - 5pm answerphone). 


This post is available for Job Share. 


Waltham Forest serves a multi-racial 
community and welcomes 
applications from women, black and 
ethnic minorities, people with 
disabilities, lesbians and gay men to 
help build a representative workforce. 


eS Sa ee 
THE LONDON BOROUGH OF 
— eS 


Waltham 
%) Forest 


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


THE NUFFIELD FOUNDATION/ 
VISCOUNT NUFFIELD AUXILLARY FUND 


GRANTS TO HELP PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


The Nuffield Foundation recognises that people with 
disabilities are more readily given aids and equipment to help 
overcome their handicaps than the support that is often 
necessary to enable them to use the aids and equipment 
with ease. The Trustees are therefore offering £100,000 for 
projects investigating, adapting or demonstrating a way of 
using existing equipment more effectively. Packages for 
training the user will be eligible for support, as will the 
evaluation of the use of existing equipment. 


Applications are invited in two areas: learning and 
communications aids and mobility aids. 


Please write for further details to VNAF, 28 Bedford Square, 
London WC1B 3EG. 


The closing date is 28 June 1991. 


DEVELOPMENT & TECHNICAL SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT 


ACCESS OFFICER 
£16,014-£17,271 p.a. 


We have recently adopted policies designed to promote and improve 
building access for disabled people. 

As a result we have created this new job within the planning division and 
we are looking for someone who has an understanding of the practical 
needs and aspirations of the disabled as well as a thorough knowledge 
of the relevant building and planning regulations. 

You should preferably have an appropriate technical/building 
qualification and must also be able to demonstrate excellent 
communication skills in order to be able to influence, persuade and 
educate people at all levels on the needs of the disabled. 

We would particularly welcome applications from disabled people. 

In addition to a competitive salary, benefits include a subsidised car 
leasing scheme. 

If you would like an informal discussion, please telephone John Ackerley 
on ext 2223. 


Benefits include flexible working hours, staff restaurant and a first class 
relocation package, where appropriate, to enable you to move to this 
attractive part of the country. 


For application forms and further details please contact the Manager, 
Personnel & Management Advisory Services, Town Hall, Chester CH1 
2HF or Telephone Chester (0244) 324324 ext 2136. 


Closing Date: 17 May 1991 


Council of the 
CITY OF CHESTER 


GRAEAE THEATRE COMPANY 


REQUIRES 


AN ADMINISTRATOR (PART TIME) 
SALARY £12,000.00 (Pro Rata) 


Hh, Graeae is seeking to appoint a person with experience of finance and book-keeping, office management 
j and general day to day administration of a small scale theatre company. 


| For an application form and further information please contact: Steve Mannix, Graeae Theatre Company, 
25 Bayham Street, London NW4 OEY, tel: 071-383 7541/7492 (VOICE AND MINICOM) 


i CLOSING DATE: 20th MAY 
Our office space has good access and we will endeavour to provide what services and adaptations we can. 
i GRAEAE THEATRE COMPANY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


COLLASB Ci: Wi een. as 
FUND 
{4 A pilot scheme for multi-disciplinary arts and inter-disciplinary collaborations between 
|| artists from different art form areas working in partnership. Available to artists, 
companies, producers, galleries and publishers or any of these working in collaboration. 
|} Applications are welcome from artists whose work crosses art forms, culturally diverse 
| | artists and from those involved with work by/with people with disabilities. 


There will be two application dates per year. The first deadline is June 1st. 


)§ Further information and guidelines are available from: Lois 
) | Keidan, Arts Council, 14 Great Peter Street, London SW1P 3NQ. 


jf The Arts Council welcomes applications from all sections of the 
§ community regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age or 
disability. 


ema, SOUTHAMPTON CENTRE FOR 
INDEPENDENT LIVING 


require a 


CO-ORDINATOR 
c £13,500 
(Initial 2 Year Contract with the hope to extend further) 


|] Key responsibilities of this full time post include the development of office systems; the 
j] Provision of advice-and information on issues relevant to disabled people and the 
|] management of staff and volunteers. You would alSo be expected to undertake 
| fundraising activities. 
| Job Descriptions and further information are available from: 
i] Southampton Centre for Independent Living, Abacus House, 1 Spring Crescent, 
|| Portswood, Southampton, Hampshire, SO2 1SZ. 
Applications are particularly welcomed from disabled people. 

Closing Date: 24 May 1991. : 
interviews will be held on 13 June 1991. 


4 


greencandle 
[DANCE COMPANY] 


Green Candle brings dance to those people who have little access to it. In our 
employment practice, too, we are extending positive discrimination to disabled 
people. 

We are therefore seeking a 

PERFORMER WITH PHYSICAL OR SENSORY IMPAIRMENT 
with skills in dance or music or both. 

|We are also seeking an 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR 

Green Candle is an equal opportunities employer and particularly welcomes 
applications from members of oppressed groups. 

For further information on both posts, please contact Jackie Alexis by letter, 
phone or tape at: Oxford House, Derbyshire Street, London E2 6HG. Tel: 071 
729-7523. 


Deadline for applications is Friday 24th May. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 


VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the 
Advertisement Man- 


ager, 
Richard Gresham, 


Kingslea Press Ltd, 
12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 
Telephone: 071- 252 
13022 

Fax: O71- 237 8019. 


Deadlines for June 
issue: booking by 10 
May camera ready 
artwork/copy by 15 
May. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: <1. Benefit 5. 
Trek 8. American 9. Shut 
10. Loyalist 13. Poised 16. 
Enter 17. Len 18. Sign 20. 
Swearing in 21. Skua 22. 
Melt 23. Trussed 24. Silk 
DOWN: ieee Dralienpe. 
Needy 3. Frill 4. Trans- 
planted 6. Rushes 7. Kent 
11. Averages 12. Toe 14. 
Insists 15. Denmark 19. Ink 
20. Sect 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


Lin Berwick, DN's tele- 
phone counsellor, herself 
disabled, can give other 
disabled people and their 
carers advice and sup- 
port on personal and 
spiritual problems. Talk 
to her on Monday after- 
noons, Ipm-5pm_ and 
Thursdays 6pm-l0pm. 
Her telephone number is 
(04024) 77582. 

This service is spon- 
sored by Kirton Health- 
care Group. 


Fairness, 
Impartiality, 
Honesty 
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CIRCLE 33 HOUSING TRUST AND ISLINGTON 
DISABLEMENT ASSOCIATION 


ACTION RESEARCH ON HOUSING AND DISABILITY 


Project Worker required for exciting 12 month project, working with a Housing Association to 
develop policy and practice to meet the housing needs of disabled people. 


It is hoped to appoint a disabled person to this post. 
Fully wheelchair accessible offices and facilitation available to fit individual requirements. 
Open to job-sharers. 
Salary: £17,726 p.a. 
This project is jointly funded by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation and Shelter. 
Closing date for applications 17th May, interviews 29th May. 
Further details from: Jenny Morris, 101 Calabria Road, London N5 1HX, tel. no. 071 359 2935. 


SENIOR PLANNER/ACCESS OFFICER 


FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 


$01/2 £14,160 -£16,476 Ref Q135 
Area Planning Division 


The Access Officer Post will be responsible for the development of the council's 
policies in co-operation with officers in other departments, to improve access for 
disabled people. Tasks include management of the City's grant scheme (which 
offers grant aid to both the voluntary and private sectors for making existing 
buildings accessible) and developing the Department's role in promoting access 
issues both.in development control and in relation to the Council's own capital 
programme. 


The postholder, who must be a disabled person, will possess a knowledge of 
disabled people's issues and their practical consequences relating to access. 
They must also have a working knowledge of disabled people's organisations 
and the role and functions of local government in this field. 

Interviews for this post will be held on 16th May 1991. 


Application forms and further details from the Staffing Section, City Planning 
Department, Town Hall, Manchester M60 2JT. 
Tel or minicom 061 234 4513. 


Manchester City Council 1s an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. and we 
positively welcome applications from 
women and men, regardless of their 
racial, ethnic or national origin. 
disability, age up to 65, sexuality or 
responsibilities for dependants 


Closing date 10th May 1991. 


MANCHESTER 
City Council 


Defending Jobs - Improving Services 


THE SPASTICS SOCIET'/ 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


Assistant Public Relations Officer 
(£13,125 — 14,631 incl ILW) 


Internal promotion has created an exciting opportunity for a creative and 
energetic communicator keen to develop a career in public relations in the 
largest charity in this country concerned with the needs of people with 
cerebral palsy, their parents and carers. 


The duties of the post are attractively wide ranging, providing opportunities 
for involvement in all aspects of public relations and promotion — from 
events and launches to the production of leaflets, posters and newsletters. 


Reporting to the Public Relations Officer, the postholder will work closely 
with other PR department staff, including our in-house graphic design team 
as well as external copywriters, designers and advertising agents 


For an information pack and application form, please contact Fay Holas, 
telephone: 071 636 5020 (x 202). 

Closing date for applications: 15 May 1991 

Interviews: 21 May 1991 


We very much welcome applications from people with disabilities. 


WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY 


a 


All things for which the BBC is known. And to which we've added 


Equality of Opportunity. 


To help ensure that people with disabilities know what's on offer, 
the BBC are now publishing weekly details of all vacancies open to 


the public. If you would like a regular copy, please write (quote ref 
6427/DI) to BBC Equal Opportunities, Room 418, Henry Wood 
House, 3-6 Langham Place, London WIA IAA. 


eal (i: eee | Current vacancies can also be 
= oaatiky seen on CEEFAX page 696. 


OO 


We are an equal opportunities employer 
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Fees gap foiling 
elderly people 


Elderly people in care homes 
are being placed under intoler- 
able strain as they try to close 
the gap between fees charged 
and benefits available, accord- 
ing to a new survey. 

In some cases, this can be as 
much as £70 a week. 

The survey of London 
homes by Counsel and Care, 
which provides help and advice 
for elderly people, was pub- 
lished in April. 

The average maximum cost 
of a “good” room in a private 
nursing home in London is 
now £360 a week, and £245 in 
a private residential care home. 

Even the cheapest room 
costs £305 in a private nursing 
home, £266 in a voluntary 
nursing home and £213 in a 
private residential care home. 

Yet the maximum benefit 
available to elderly Londoners 
is £288 for someone in a nurs- 
ing home and £183 for some- 
one in a residential home. 


Elderly people who cannot 
close the gap are forced to rely 
on their families who, in turn, 
are seeking help from charities 
like Counsel and Care. 

But Counsel and Care says 
its annual budget is already 
allocated. 

A new survey by the Labour 
Party estimates that by 1993 
there will be 168,000 people in 
private nursing homes, at a cost 


to the public of £2.2 billion. 


Shadow health minister Har-_ 


riet Harman said many people 
were going into nursing homes 
unnecessarily because the gap 
between benefits and _ fees 
wasn’t as wide as in old peo- 
ple's homes. “This is a disaster 
for those in the homes and a 
disaster for the public purse.” 


Survey of Fees charged in Resi- 
dential and Nursing Homes in 
Greater London, free with SAE 
from Twyman House, 16 Bonny 
St, London, NWI 9PG. 


Ireland builds together 


The 1991 All Ireland Building 
Design Awards were launched 
in Dublin last month. Awards 
will go to the best new devel- 
opment and the best adaptation 
to an existing building. 

The competition is organised 
by the Northern Ireland Coun- 
cil on Disability and the 
National Rehabilitation Board. 

Among the jury of eight 
from both the North and South 


are Colm O’Doherty, chairman 
of the Irish Wheelchair Associ- 
ation,. and_ Elizabeth Black, 
chairman of the Ballymena 
Access Group. The _ other 
members are architects and 
occupational therapists. 


Closing date 31 July. Application 
forms and more details are avail- 
able from the NRB, tel: 
(0103531) 684181. 


D2 9 Lee Valley Park 


for feofle wtih lis Gililé , 


Discover an exciting range 
of leisure activities. 
There’s something for everyone 


Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th July 
40.00 am — 3.30 pm 


Sponsored by: 
National Westminster Bank PLC & 


For Booking Form and 
Programme of Events 


CONTACT LEE VALLEY 
INFORMATION LINE 0992 700766 


LeeValley [Goa 


Park 


Gathedesl canines: 140 guide dog owners went to Guildford 
Cathedral last month to celebrate the diamond jubilee of 


the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. 


Golden oldies awards 


Pensioners who have made the 
most of their retirement will be 
rewarded at Help the Aged's 
Golden Awards ceremony in 
November. 

The categories are: “triumph 
over adversity”, outstanding 
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service to the community, 
working with youth, contribu- 
tion to sport, the arts and over- 
seas community service. There 
will also be an award for out- 
standing service from a profes- 
sional or volunteer. 


Nominations close 31 July. SAE 
for entry form to Help the Aged, 
St Fames's Walk, London ECIR 
OBE. 


NALGO 
disability 
agenda 


Disabled members of Britain’s 
third largest union met last 
month to call for an end to dis- 
crimination both in the work- 
place and in the union. 

Over 60 people came to the 
National and Local Govern- 
ment Officers Association’s 
second national conference for 
members with disabilities at 
Hereward College, Coventry. 

NALGO represents 750,000 
administrative, technical and 
clerical staff in organisations as 
diverse as local government, 
transport and the gas industry. 

One motion on the Quota 
Scheme noted its “total ineffec- 
tiveness” because most employ- 
ers sought exemption and 
called for an effective anti-dis- 
crimination law. Another 
called for better support for 
workers with a mental illness. 

Both motions will now go 
forward to NALGO's national 
conference in Glasgow in June. 
If passed here, they become 
official union policy. 

A motion from the North 
East District Disability Group 
expressed “grave concern” over 
the treatment of disabled mem- 
bers by NALGO’s Insurance 
Association. It read: “(We) 
deplore the presumption that 
members with disabilities have 
a shorter life expectancy than 
other clientele” and called for 
an end to the practice. 

Union member Anna Farrell, 
a salaries and wages clerk who — 
has cp, praised the conference: 
“It’s a shame it couldn’t have 
been a bit longer.” 


possum. 


I AM ABLE 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE DI 


ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 
FREE from Dept of Heatth subject to meeting 


their criteria 


@ VIDEO AVAILABLE on free loan 
Increases independence and security, helps 
e education and communication, inputs available 


to suit most disabilities 


Wide range of equipment can be attached 
Including household appliances and computers ; 


BASIC SKILLS 
LEARNING SYSTEM 


POSSUM SEMINARS 


HELD REGULARLY 
& NATIONWIDE 
*  ’Hands -on’ opportunity on all 
8 equipment 


BE YR En OF nn ny peg nD 


aes 


"PLAYTIME, dry alternative to 
hydrotherapy, various sizes available 


FOR DETAILED INFORMATION ON EQUIPMENT OR SEMINARS i 
CONTACT: POSSUM CONTROLS LTD,MIDDLEGREEN ROAD, LANGLEY, 
SLOUGH, BERKSHIRE, SL3 6DF, TEL: 0753 79234 
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